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editorial
WATERWAY ON GANGA WOULD
MAKE THE RIVER LIFELESS

T

he inauguration of the first multi-modal terminal on the Ganga river in Varanasi in the month
of November 2018 was publicised by the Centre as a major breakthrough in search for cheap
mode of transport. It also was feted as major feat for generating employment in Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s parliamentary constituency of Varanasi. The cargo route is soon to be extended up to
Allahabad aka Prayagraj.
However, down the stream, the move has not generated much appreciation, as the river closer to
the delta especially as it flows east of Patna into Jharkhand and West Bengal before joining the Bay of
Bengal. This stretch is home to the threatened Gangetic Dolphins, which ironically has been christened
by the government as the National Aquatic Animal.
The NDA government enacted National Waterways Act, 2016, which declared 111 inland
waterways as National Waterways (NWs) in addition to the five existing NWs across 24 states for
utilising them as sustainable mode of transport. Point to be noted is that out of total 111 inland
waterways, 38 are habitat of the riverine dolphins.
So, in achieving the so-called development feat, ecological health of the rivers would stand to be
compromised. Moreover, this move goes against the spirit of ‘Namami Gange’, under which the same
government is spending millions to bring the river to its pristine glory by making it free from pollution
and saving its biodiversity.
The commencement of Jal Marg Vikas Project (JMVP) aims at developing the stretch of the Ganga
river between Varanasi and Haldia for navigation of large vessels weighing up to 1,500-2,000 tonnes.
This project includes construction of three multi-modal terminals (Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh,
Sahibganj in Jharkhand and Haldia in West Bengal); two inter-modal terminals; five roll on-roll off
terminal pairs; a new navigation lock at Farakka; assured depth dredging; integrated vessel repair and
maintenance facility, differential global positioning system, river information system, river training
and river conservancy works.
But what does this mean to river, its waters and creatures that live in it? River experts feel that it is
a misnomer to say that inland water transport would be cheap. Amidst all the most contentious issue
is dredging of the river and its costs. To allow ocean-going vessels to traverse a river, it should have a
depth of 2 to 3 metres and a width of 45-60 metres, the parameter that the Ganga river does not fulfill.
The river will have to be dredged continuously which will cause severe erosion.
Besides erosion, dredging will destroy aquatic life of the river. Actually, dredging increases water
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turbidity which affects fish. It also affects benthic organisms that are creatures which live in and on the
bottom of the river bed. They include worms, clams, crabs, lobsters, sponges, and many other tiny
organisms that live in the nethermost sediments.
Several conservation groups have now planned a Sadbhavna Yatra from Varanasi to Gangasagar in
West Bengal, which will culminate on Makar Sankranti day that is on January 14, 2019 to create
awareness about the threat posed by the inland waterways. “The habitat of these aquatic flora (still to
be sufficiently studied) and fauna especially in the sanctuaries will be altered due to dredging, river
water pollution due to oil spillage and waste disposal activities which pose real challenges,” says
Arvind Mishra, founder of Mandar Nature Club, which works extensively in the Vikramshila Gangetic
Dolphin Sanctuary near Bhagalpur.
“Riverine biodiversity concerns like threat to fish, turtles, gavial, otter, molluscs and crustaceans
and dolphin and birds have not been considered properly while introducing intense water transport in
the Ganga,” says Mishra.
There is a need to understand that most of the ships moving on the Ganga river will be carrying
cargo of mostly coal and crude oil. Spillage of these substances could cause irrevocable damage to the
eco system of river. Union ministry of environment, forest and climate change had recently
commissioned a research project to study about effects of transporting coal between Farakka and
Haldia as thermal power plant at Farakka regularly needs coal and ships travel upriver from Haldia.
The study revealed that coal transportation had severely affected fish stocks.
Big ships passing through the river would also cause lots of noise affecting fish and other wildlife
mostly the Gangetic dolphin. This is in the common knowledge that river dolphins find their way
through echolocation. Noise generated by these vessels would disturb their delicate Sound Navigation
And Ranging (SONAR) and affect them in such a way that cannot be assessed.
JMVP also plans construction of barrages and locks on the Ganga river which might reduce river
flow at various stretches making life difficult for wildlife. Gharial is another species that would be
affected by this new venture as for the fish-eating crocodile Ganga river is the home. Though VaranasiHaldia stretch has a negligible population of gharials, but Ganga tributaries like Yamuna, the Gandak
and Ghagra have lots of them. The government has declared Gandak river to be the National Waterway
37. Big vessels could disturb gharials, dredging would destroy mid-channel sand islands, vital to the
animal for basking and regulating its body temperature. In case ships start plying the Gandak, it will
be catastrophic for the gharial as scientists have already warned. Incidentally, Varanasi itself is home
to the famous turtle sanctuary.
Those supporting the inland waterways point towards their use in big global rivers like the Amazon,
Yangtze and Mississippi that are regularly traversed by vessels. Even smaller rivers like the Clyde and
Thames in the UK and the Elbe in Germany have ocean-going vessels plying in them. The difference
is that unlike them the Indian rivers are Monsoon-fed and do not have voluminous discharge of their
own as these rivers. Moreover, high levels of water for navigation in Ganga and other Indian rivers are
available only during the Monsoon months.

31st December 2018

Sidharth Mishra
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secretary’s desk
W

e continue with our endevour to establish high bench marks for scholastic research. It’s
with great humility and also sense of achievement that we had announced that The
Discussant was successfully audited by an international agency for the impact factor –
International Scientific Indexing.
With equal humility we share the information that The Discussant has now been shortlisted by the
Library of the US Congress as part of its India Collection and in due course awarded the LCCN
(Library of Congress Control Number) and also will be catalogued online. In these years, this journal
has proved to be an asset in promoting research among young scholars across the universities, and
what better recognition for our effort than the one coming from the US Congress. The Discussant
indeed has come to be recognised as journal of honest endevour.
We have completed six years of unbroken publication of The Discussant as an RNI registered
quarterly periodical. We had received the ISSN accreditation a year earlier. I am happy to share with
you that our online edition too is crossing new frontiers and getting accessed from new territories,
which gives our writers a global exposure unthinkable for any journal of our vintage. The online
edition too has been successfully audited for impact factor. We continue with our endevours to partner
in intellectual exercises.
This edition contains full length and also short articles of much intellectual interest from diverse
fields. As we have repeatedly mentioned in reports at the beginning of the various past editions, the
members of Centre for Reforms, Development and Justice including Centre president, self and other
members have taken up academic activities in the right earnest participating in seminars and
deliberations of national importance.
Our book on political history of Delhi, in oral tradition will be released during the World Book Fair
in New Delhi in first week of January. We welcome young scholars to associate with us with ideas and
proposal for an intellectual enterprise, where we can join hands.
Wishing All A Happy New Year

31st December 2018

Dr Sanjeev Kumar Tiwari
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HIGHER EDUCATION AND HUMAN
DEVELOPMENT: A STUDY FROM INDIA
PROF. RAJIV R THAKUR*
ANKIT MISHRA*
Unlike the popular belief, development of any country is not economic alone; rather it is measured by the people and their
capabilities. Human Development Index (HDI), a measure of development initiated by UNDP includes knowledge, a long
healthy life and decent living standard of people. Amongst the top ten countries in HDI 2018, a country like Singapore ranked
9th under HDI has 38th ranking in terms of nominal GDP and the number 1 HDI ranked country Norway is at 28th rank in
terms of nominal GDP. Contrarily, the US which is no 1 in nominal GDP terms is at 13th position in HDI rank. Such findings
and more suggest that economic policies have varied impact on the development of people and their capabilities, a higher
level economic growth does not necessarily have a higher positive impact on people.
In this paper, further focus is on analyzing the status of higher education contributing to knowledge creation across
states of the country and comparing it with the development status. The objective is to understand the kind of impact
knowledge has on the development status of different states in the country. The preliminary finding from AISHE report shows
a state like Kerala having Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER) of 36% in the year 2017-18 and the Development index 2017-18 is
found to be at 0.78 which is much ahead of the many other states. On the other hand a state like Bihar which had 13 % GER
in 2017-18 is having Human Development Index at 0.56 much less than Kerala. Further in- depth study suggests that there
is a significant role of knowledge creation towards human development. The paper delves over the status of higher education
in India and its state wise variations and draws up priorities to improve the status of higher education for a long term
sustainable impact on human development

* Dean -Development & Professor Strategy, BIMTECH, Noida
** BIMTECH, Noida
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HIGHER EDUCATION AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
A STUDY FROM INDIA

INTRODUCTION
Human Development Index (HDI) initiated by UNDP explains human development combining three aspects namely, knowledge,
long healthy life and decent living standard of people. Unlike the popular belief, development of any country is not economic
alone. The difference between economic development and human development can be very well explained by looking at the
empirical data of GDP levels (economic) and HDI index (development) of few countries. Amongst the top ten countries in HDI
2018, a country like Singapore, which ranked 9th under HDI has 38th ranking in terms of nominal GDP and the number 1 HDI
ranked country Norway is at 28th rank in terms of nominal GDP. Contrarily, the US which is no 1 in nominal GDP terms is at
13th position in HDI rank. These data show that rich and advanced countries measured in terms of GDP alone do not guarantee
higher level of human development in those countries, the US being one of the foremost examples. Countries ranking lower
in GDP terms like Singapore or Norway have higher human development index thus indicating that there are more factors to
development in human society than the economic side of it. India which is 6th largest country in terms of nominal GDP is
poorly ranked at 130th rank in human development as per HD Index. India’s neighbour Sri Lanka though at 66th position in
terms of nominal GDP ranking is above India at 76th rank in HDI ranking. These make the difference more clear and visible,
It is therefore important to understand that HDI, a comprehensive index as a measure of development indicates the
limitations of measuring a country’s development on economic parameter alone and thereby necessitating study of the impact
of other factors such as health and knowledge as per HDI index on human development. Of the three factors, impacting people
development and their capabilities as per HDI, knowledge is one of the three. This paper focuses on analyzing the role of
knowledge (education) and its impact on people development in different states of India. Further the paper has focused on
higher education only as far knowledge creation is concerned. The objective is to understand whether knowledge (education)
makes an impact or no and if it does what kind of impact it has. More importantly, it is the attempt of the paper to understand
the status of higher education in India and its state wise variations measured under certain parameters. This shall help policy
makers to redraw the priorities to improve the status, particularly in those states, which are lagging behind and getting
adversely impacted in development.

MEASURING DEVELOPMENT
The GDP or Gross Domestic Product of a country provides a measure of the monetary value of the goods and services
that country produces in a specific year. This measurement is an important aspect of economic analysis prevalent today. At
an individual level, Per capita income (PCI) or average income measures the average income earned per person in a given area
(city, region, country, etc.) in a specified year. It is calculated by dividing the area's total income by its total population. The
parameter shows the average income individuals of a country have. Beyond these macro and micro measurements of
economy, Gini coefficient is a measure which is a single number aimed at measuring the degree of inequality in the distribution
of income in a nation. It is used to measure how far a country’s wealth or income distribution deviates from a totally equal
distribution. This index is used and measured in 157 countries of the world. .
With times, thinking on measuring human development evolved into more holistic measures. It was increasingly felt that
material well-being is important, but it is also important to enjoy sufficient well-being in things like community, culture,
governance, knowledge and wisdom, health, spirituality and psychological welfare, a balanced use of time, and harmony with
the environment. This thinking brought forward the measurement concept of Gross National Happiness (GNH) in the 1970s.
GNH is a much richer objective than GDP or economic growth. How we are doing as a society or nation is an important
question in GNH. This index is used and measured in 156 countries of the world.
Increasing concern for environmental sustainability has brought the concept of Green GDP. It is a term used for expressing
GDP after adjusting for environment degradations. Green GDP is an attempt to measure the growth of an economy by
subtracting the costs of environmental damages and ecological degradations from the GDP. Further, recently a measurement
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HIGHER EDUCATION AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
A STUDY FROM INDIA

Global Peace Index (GPI) has been introduced which measures the relative position of nations' and regions' peacefulness. The
GPI ranks 163 independent states and territories according to their levels of peacefulness. The GPI starts with the same
personal consumption data that the GDP is based on, but then makes some crucial distinctions. It adjusts for factors such as
income distribution, adds factors such as the value of household and volunteer work, and subtracts factors such as the costs
of crime and pollution.
On the other hand, Human Development Index (HDI) measuring human development, the index in focus in this paper is a
statistical tool used to measure a country’s overall achievement in its social and economic dimensions. The social and
economic dimensions of a country are based on their level of educational attainment, the health of people and their standard
of living. Human Development Index (HDI) is calculated as (Life Expectancy Index X Education Index X Income Index) 1/3. The
new Human Development Index (HDI) is geometric mean of Life Expectancy Index (LEI), Education Index (EI) and Income Index
(II). After this calculation total value lies between 0 and 1. As per the values gained, countries are placed in the list of the
division of countries. They are divided into very high human development, high human development, medium high human
development and low high human development countries.

EDUCATION INDEX ASSESSMENT
Higher education is found to be effective in enhancing the human capabilities and their productivity levels and add up to
the desired outcomes of economic growth and development. It has an impact on socio-economic and development of a
country and has an influence on raising the quality of human life and capital. Nelson Mandela believes that instruction is the
most powerful weapon to change the world. Instruction is considered extendedly a real tool to reinforce commercial growth
social and private cases. As per him, advanced instruction is the most important factor in stable human improvement.
One of the three measurements in HDI is the education index assessment. Until the year 2009, knowledge and education
used to be measured by the adult literacy rate and the combined primary, secondary, and tertiary Gross Enrollment Ratio
(GER). However with the new index, Education Index assessment is composite of two indices, namely Mean Years of Schooling
Index (MYSI) and Expected Years of Schooling Index (EYSI). In the present paper the gross enrolment ratio (GER), yardstick
used until 2009 for measuring education levels has been used to study the impact of education on development in the states
of India.
Of the seven states in India picked up in Table 1 Maharashtra leads in GDP terms with Rs 24.96 lakh crores in the year
2017-18. Uttar Pradesh one of largest states in the country is at Rs 13.75 lakh crores GDP. Odissa is at the bottom and Bihar
is a notch higher at Rs 4.87 lakh crore. GDP levels in 2009-10 remained in similar order across these states. If GDP measuring
economic prosperity of states were alone the criteria for development, Maharashtra state should have been at the top followed
by U.P. However, looking at development from a holistic prism of HDI, within India across these states, GDP size does not
necessarily have a direct and positive impact on human development. For instance states with higher GDP such as
Maharashtra, U.P., having relatively bigger size GDP as compared to Kerala are lower in Human Index levels. While Kerala
amongst the three states tops HDI at 0.784 ( with GDP of Rs. 7.47 Lakh Crores ), Maharashtra and U.P. having much higher
GDP sizes ( Rs 24.96 and Rs 13.75 Lakh crs) have HDI at 0.695 and 0.583 respectively which are much lower than Kerala.
Jharkhand which has a lesser size GDP than Bihar is much higher than it in HDI. Odissa also is ahead in HDI from Bihar even
though it is almost similar in GDP size. These suggest that economic policies alone have varied impact on the development
of people and their capabilities, a higher level economic growth does not necessarily have a higher positive impact on the
development of people. There is a definite role of other factors as indicated in the HD index such as health and education.
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HIGHER EDUCATION AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
A STUDY FROM INDIA

GDP in `
lakh crore
(2017-18 est.)
7.47
24.96
7.54
4.87
2.55
4.15
13.75
129.85

GDP in `
Human development
Human development
lakh crore
Index (2017-18)
Index (2009-10)
(2009-10)
Kerala
2.31
0.784
0.732
Maharashtra
8.55
0.695
0.651
Andhra Pradesh
4.76
0.643
0.581
Bihar
1.62
0.566
0.511
Jharkhand
1.006
0.589
0.572
Oddisa
1.62
0.597
0.533
Uttar Pradesh
5.23
0.583
0.529
India
61.08
0.640
0.570
Table 1.
(Data from CMIE, Wikipedia, PRSindia.org, Nipfp.org, AISHE, http://hdr.undp.org/en/data#)
State

EDUCATION AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
The findings from All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) 2017-18 report shows a state like Kerala having Gross
Enrollment Ratio (GER) of 36% and the Development index 2017-18 is found to be at 0.78 which is much ahead of the many
other states. On the other hand a state like Bihar which has 13 % GER is having Human Development Index at 0.56 much less
than Kerala. Increase in Human Development Index in the year 2017-18 of Bihar state over 2009-10 is also meager at 0.05 in
spite of being at a low base level as compared to other states. These data suggest a relationship and role of knowledge
creation towards human development.
Maharashtra though top most state in terms of GDP amongst the states listed in Table 1 but lags behind Kerala in HDI ranking
and one of the reason apparent could be lower GER at 31.2% in 2017-18 as compared to Kerala with GER of 36.2%. Andhra
Pradesh having much less GDP than Uttar Pradesh has a higher HDI ranking which possibly is impacted by the higher GER of
30.9% as compared to 25.9 % of Uttar Pradesh. Bihar at the bottom of the HDI ranking in the table has also got the lowest GER of
13 %. Jharkhand a relatively new state carved out of Bihar has a higher GER of 18% and also scores a higher HDI rank at 0.589
State

GDP in `
GDP in ` Human development
lakh crore
lakh crore Index (2017-18)
(2017-18 est.) (2009-10)

Human development
Index (2009-10)

GER (2017-18) GER
(2009-10)

Kerala
Maharashtra
Andhra Pradesh
Bihar
Jharkhand
Orrisa
Uttar Pradesh
India

7.47
24.96
7.54
4.87
2.55
4.15
13.75
129.85

0.732
0.651
0.581
0.511
0.572
0.533
0.529
0.570

36.2%
31.2%
30.9%
13%
18%
22%
25.9%
25.8%

2.31
8.55
4.76
1.62
1.006
1.62
5.23
61.08

0.784
0.695
0.643
0.566
0.589
0.597
0.583
0.640

Table2.
(Data from CMIE, Wikipedia, Nipfp.org, AISHE, http://hdr.undp.org/en/data#)
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HIGHER EDUCATION AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
A STUDY FROM INDIA

It is evident from the above analysis that GER in higher education has an impact on the human development and has a
positive relationship. States with higher GER are showing higher HDI ranking, though latter doesn’t necessarily move in the
direction of GDP movements. Globally across, a similar trend is found to be prevailing at national level. From Table 3, it can
be inferred that Norway with HDI rank 1 has 99 % literacy rate with 80.55% GER in higher education and a high education index
of .915. Germany in top 5 HDI rankings again has 99 % literacy rate with 0.94 education index though the higher education
GER is 68.33%. Pakistan which has 150th HDI rank has a low literacy rate of 58% and a lower education index of 0.411 and
an abysmally low GER in higher education at 10.12%. Amongst the countries in Indian Sub-continent countries listed in Table
3 India at 130th HDI ranking is shade better in literacy rate at 74.04%, education index of 0.566 and GER of 25.8% in higher
education. This implies that across countries there is a movement in same direction in education and the development levels
of people.
Countries

Literacy rate

Education Index

Higher education GER

HDI Index and rank

Norway
Germany
Singapore
Finland
India
Bhutan
Bangladesh
Pakistan

99% (2014)
99%( 2014)
97% (2014)
100% (2017)
74.04% (2011)
71.4% (2017)
72.76% (2016)
58% (2017)

0.915
0.940
0.832
0.905
0.566
0.445
0.508
0.411

80.55%
68.33%
83.94%
86.99%
25.8%
27.02%
17.62%
10.12%

0.953
0.936
0.932
0.920
0.640
0.612
0.608
0.562

(1)
(5)
(9)
(15)
(130)
(134)
(136)
(150)

Table3.
(Data source: country website, Economic survey, UNESCO and UNDP)
Few of significant findings from AISHE report suggest the positive relationship between the higher education in Indian
states and development of people. Few of the relevant findings can be listed as:
1. Kerala has the highest GER and consequently have higher HDI as compared to all other states.
2. As compared to 2009, in 2017 Kerala’s GER has improved immensely and so has it’s HDI over the period.
3. All other states except Bihar has seen improvement more than 9% on an average in their GER which has a positive impact
on their HDI
4. Bihar, despite its low performance in improving GER has improved drastically in HDI which can be explained because of
improvements in its economy and health over a very low base considering that the state is quite backward in each of these
parameters.
5. One thing to note here is that the change in 2017 over 2009 of HDI in Kerala and Bihar both is quite closer to each other
despite having huge difference in change in GER of both states. This anomaly can be explained because of the low base
in all three parameters in case of Bihar and improvements over a period on these parameters yielded a higher rate of growth.
6. In country wise data, the impact of education Index can be seen on HDI of the country. This is applicable to almost all
countries.
7. Countries having higher GER have higher education Index ( Germany being an exception) which contribute to higher HDI
8. Huge differences in GER in countries like Norway and India also has large differences in education Index.
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STATUS OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN INDIA
In order to understand variations in education levels and development levels measured by Development index in the
indicated states in India, the study has focussed on the AISHE data reflecting upon the status of higher education across these
states. Table 4. shows the number of institutions in the states, their growth over last 5 years and number of colleges per lakh
population. The most developed of these states as per HDI index has the highest number of colleges per lakh of population
in 2017-18 and the growth of university over last 5 years have also been highest at 5.22% . Bihar the lowest in HDI index has
just 14 colleges per lakh of population and the growth rate of universities in last 5 years have been just 3.41% and colleges
2.27% . Remaining states show a corresponding trend between HDI levels and the number of colleges per lakh of population.
States those have been proactive in providing opportunities for education to its people have seen higher GER and hence better
education possibilities translating into better human development. It is evident that GER is also dependent on certain factors
like density of educational Institute in the region, disciplines offered, quality of education in the institutions, facilities provided
by institutions and also the participation of stakeholders in general.
Table 5 shows GER growth over years keeping very low in development lagging states like Bihar and states like Kerala having
taken lead in growth of GER over the years. However states like Jharkhand has caught up in GER growth rates but for them
reaching the desired level is also a humongous task. What is equally concerning is that economically prosperous states like
Maharashtra is lagging behind with a very low growth rate in GER which is not a healthy sign for the development of its people.
Similarly the larger states like Uttar Pradesh are also quite low on growth of GER which would further arrest its efforts to develop.
Pupil Teacher ratio is another critical parameter to measure the effectiveness and quality of education having deeper impact
on outcomes. Backward states like Bihar, Jharkhand and Uttar Pradesh have a highly adverse ratio of 67, 59 and 60
respectively whereas states like Kerala and Maharashtra have better ratio than national average of 30 having a ratio of 20 and
27 respectively. Incidentally states like Andhra Pradesh and Oddisha are having favourable pupil teacher ratio though in other
parameters of education they are lagging behind.
What is most intriguing is the growth of teacher recruitment over last 5 years in backward states of Bihar, Oddisha, Uttar
Pradesh which has been negative, raising question over the priority of education in their policy, it being the most critical tool
for people development.

P L E A S E F I N D C O N T I N U E D O N PA G E 1 3

THE DISCUSSANT

Journal of Centre for Reforms,
Development and Justice

12

OCTOBER-DECEMBER
2018
Vol.VI No.4

DISCUSSANT_7_17 new.qxd

2/13/1950

7:25 PM

Page 13

HIGHER EDUCATION AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
A STUDY FROM INDIA

PARAMETER 1 INSTITUTION

States/parameter Total(2017-18)
Kerala

1759

Maharashtra

6318

Andhra Pradesh

3446

Bihar

930

Jharkhand

395

Orrisa

1423

Uttar Pradesh

7849

Specialization
(2017-18)
Agriculture: 4
Engineering: 101
Management: 26
Medical: 149
Agriculture: 104
Engineering: 233
Management: 95
Medical: 220
College: -0.98%
Agriculture: 17
Engineering: 223
Management: 38
Medical: 195
Agriculture: 6
Engineering: 28
Management: 2
Medical: 25
Agriculture: 00
Engineering: 15
Management: 2
Medical: 13
Agriculture: 00
Engineering: 65
Management: 26
Medical: 40
Agriculture: 13
Engineering: 114
Management: 77
Medical: 103

Growth(last 5 yr
average)
Univ.: 5.22%
College: 3.29%

College/lakh(
2017-18)

Univ.: 4.77%

33

Univ.: 6.15%
College: 0.63%

48

Univ.: 3.41%
College: 2.27%

14

Univ.: 15.32%
College: 2.30%

8

Univ.: 4.61%
College: -0.58%

23

Univ.: 5.25%
College: 6.30%

28

Table 4
Data source: AISHE reports
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States/
parameter

PARAMETER 2: STUDENT AND ENROLMENT
GER(201718)

GPI(201718)

Social
Category
(2017-18)

Level wise
Enrolment
(2017-18)

Level wise
out-turn
(2017-18)

Kerala

36.2%

1.26

GEN: 557395
SC: 67764ST:
10089OBC:
447669

Phd: 3755
UG: 2421610
M.Phill:
719PGDip: 1489
PG: 51707
Diploma: 669

Maharashtra

31.1%

0.91

GEN:2223305
SC:503283
ST:184995
OBC:1220174

Phd:
9206UG:3314911
M.phill: 2421
PGdip: 19730
PG: 445783
Dip: 315911

Andhra
Pradesh

30.9%

0.78

Gen: 641395
SC: 273702
ST: 73655OBC:
708530

Bihar

13%

0.79

Gen: 670331
SC:160254
ST: 21541
OBC: 662469

Jharkhand

18%

0.96

Gen: 240840
SC: 662469
ST: 122919
OBC: 262048

Orrisa

22%

0.85

Gen: 534039
SC: 153035
ST: 124967
OBC: 203736

1.06

Gen: 2958984
SC: 1086562
ST: 45336
OBC: 2364493

Phd: 6289
UG: 1290153
M.phill: 897
PGdip: 2614
PG: 219296
Dip: 167214
Phd: 2856
UG: 1333769
M.phill: NA
PGdip: 2771
PG: 125139
Dip: 44349
Phd: 1798
UG: 578778
M.phill: 204
PGdip: 4003
PG: 69168
Dip: 29585
Phd: 2982
UG: 793548
M.phill: 1080
PGdip: 3000
PG: 73233
Dip: 125599
Phd: 15408
UG: 5446769
M.phill: 860
PGdip: 19621
PG: 637473
Dip: 260547

Phd: 616
M.Phill:577
PG: 39440
UG: 147016
PG
Dip: 518
Diploma:
14404
Phd: 2654
M.Phill: 1158
PG: 148926
UG: 598579
PG
Dip: 8752
Diploma: 99513
Phd: 2368
M.Phill: 354
PG: 87170
UG: 255919
PG Dip: 1416
Diploma:36902
Phd: 872
M.Phill: NA
PG: 37225
UG: 36902
PG Dip: 886
Diploma: 7957
Phd: 354
M.Phill: 174
PG: 15929
UG: 126074
PG Dip: 1333
Diploma:6851
Phd: 798
M.Phill: 959
PG: 19267
UG: 19267
PG Dip: 1087
Diploma:32361
Phd: 2615
M.Phill: 441
PG: 234261
UG: 1363021
PGDip:10568
Diploma:68038

Uttar Pradesh 25.9%

Table 5
Data source: AISHE reports
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PARAMETER 3: PUPIL TEACHER RATIO
States/parameter
Kerala
Maharashtra
Andhra Pradesh
Bihar
Jharkhand
Odissa
Uttar Pradesh

Pupil Teacher
ratio (2017-18)
20
27
19
67
59
28
60

Growth in no. of teachers
(last 5year average)
2.76%
0.25%
-1.79%
-0.98%
8.91%
-1.72%
-3.21%

Table 6
Data source: AISHE reports

POLICY IMPLICATIONS AND THE WAY FORWARD
India has gained in world economy owing to the skilled workforce. However, the potential of its human resources is
harnessed much less than its potential because of lack of education amongst the majority population, unemployment and
existing poverty levels. World Bank and UNESCO constituted a taskforce in the year 2000 which had observed the positive
impact of higher education in increasing wages and productivity. The report inferred that the latter have a direct impact on
enriching the individuals and the society thereby impacting human development.
India focuses on three goals in its policy towards higher education, namely, expansion, inclusion and excellence. However,
vast differences have been noticed in the outcomes across its states and in also pursuing such policies. The recent document
published by The National Institution for Transforming India (NITI Ayog), Strategy for New India @ 75 emphasizes making
higher education more inclusive and improving the GER to 35 % on an average from 25 % by 2022-23. It has recognized the
importance of improving access and equity of higher education in the country besides its emphasis on excellence. One of the
important directions to make higher education attractive is to improve employability of students. Curriculum which is old and
not aligned with the job market requirements cuts down on the relevance of the education and has an impact on the abilities
and creativity of students. Further it recognises the need of faculty recruitment as a large number of posts are vacant. Moreover
due to lack of training their competence is also inadequate. It is suggested that there should be merit based incentives which
can attract better talent to the teaching profession.
With the advent of digital technology and the remotest of India being connected through internet, scope of online teaching
platforms should be harnessed to make the education more inclusive. The document sees an opportunity in broadening the
scope of Massive Open Online Course (MOOCs) and Open and Distance Learning (ODL). It suggests that universities of high
credence should be allowed to offer online education programme. Technology can also facilitate overcoming the problem of
faculty shortages.
Besides ensuring the reach and increase in GER, increased focus on quality and excellence is timely and here lies the big
challenge. As the issue in front of the country is not only of providing opportunity of higher education but also ensuring that
the education is of relevance and of quality.
There has been a realisation and demand for taking the spending on education beyond 6% of gross domestic product
which is far less at present times. The role of private sector is recognized in increasing the spending besides the funding
agencies. The states have recently got larger devolution of funds under the 14th finance commission. NITI Aayog is expected
to guide states in matters of education expenditure and ensure threshold bounds. A better coordination I required between
central government, other central agencies and state govt. for better and effective coordination towards implementation.
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Looking beyond, it is important to mention here that India may have witnessed its economic emergence supported by
higher education however its larger potential has been restricted due to lagging access and relevant learning outcomes at
primary and elementary levels for the masses. The progress achieved so far may not be sustainable unless the majority in the
society can be self dependent and confident which can only happen with right knowledge and skills. A sincere attempt has to
be made in not only devising but timely and effective implementation of policies for providing opportunities for education at all
levels ensuring proper choices for a sustainable future.
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INTRODUCTION
The concept of ‘Good Governance’ is construed as an indeterminate term currently in vogue in the development discourse
to explain as to how public institutions conduct public affairs and manage public resources. Widely viewed as the process of
decision-making, the notion of governance also entails the process by which decisions are implemented or not implemented.
Broadly speaking, the concept of ‘Good Governance’ facilitates comparison between ineffective economies or political bodies
and viable economies or political bodies. Accordingly, this concept focuses on the responsibility of governments and governing
bodies to come up to the expectations of the masses as opposed to select groups in society. However, Sam Agere has pointed
out: “The discretionary space left by the lack of a clear well-defined scope for what governance encompasses allows users to
choose and set their own parameters.”1
Dr Ram Manohar Lohia had acquired a vast range of the social and political thoughts through his life experiences and owing
to his quest for knowledge and ‘untiring participation in the social and political issues facing the country at various points of
time.’ His vast spectrum of thoughts varied from, on the one hand, his astute analysis of the problems such as poverty and
systems of government, and innovative solutions like ideas of sapta kranti and ‘Chaukhamba Model’ of government
demonstrates his deep understanding of the grassroots issues of the country. On the other hand, his perspectives and
conceptualisations on international issues such as world peace and world government sufficiently illustrate the internationalist
vision of Lohia. However, his thinking on ‘New Socialism’, undoubtedly, remains the basic theoretical construct for which Lohia
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is acknowledged as the ‘frontal figure’ of the socialist thought and movement in India. This paper endeavours to analyse Lohia’s
‘Chaukhamba Model’ and its relevance for good governance in contemporary India.

CHAUKHAMBA MODEL
Reiterating his faith in the idea of democracy, as a system of government, to provide for basic institutional framework of
government in India, Lohia; however, also expressed his anxiety with democracy having the tendency of turning into a sterile—
and sometimes oppressive—model, if it was not properly supported by positive orientations in the policies and programmes
of the government. He, therefore, argued for adapting the system of democracy to the complex and unique socio-economic
conditions prevailing in India. He was in favour of guaranteeing basic fundamental freedoms of the people, provided it was
ensured that the basic needs of each and every citizen would be fulfilled. In Lohia’s opinion, the notion of democracy must not
be limited merely in allocating certain civil and political rights to the people, but be understood in such a way that it leads to
generation of such socio-economic conditions where nobody remains without securing the basic minimum needs of life.
Disenchanted with the existing two-pillar model of government, i.e., Centre and the States, in India, he pioneered the notion
of four-pillar model of government, which envisaged an arrangement when a constitution was framed on the basis of the fourpillar state, the village, the district, the province and the centre, being four pillars of equal majesty and dignity. It was construed
as an integral part of Lohia’s conception of socialism. Lohia’s ‘Chaukhamba Model’ was apparently not a mere executive
arrangement under which the superior parliaments could legislate and the village and district organs were left with the
execution of the laws, rather it was both a legislative as well as a full-fledged executive arrangement.
Construed as a way of life extending to all spheres of human activity, for instance, production, ownership, administration,
planning, education and the like, the ‘Chaukhamba Model’ provides a structure and a way in which the community of a state is to
be so organised and sovereign power so diffused that each little community in it lives the way of life that it chose. These various
ways of life is a commonly strong bond that unite the numerous communities into a state. The state, therefore, was to be organised
in such a manner that it could allow the widest opportunity for popular participation, “Sovereign power must not reside alone in
centre and federating units. It must be broken up and diffused over smallest region where a group of men and women live.”2
The idea of such a state however, did not represent the idea of a self-sufficient village but of the ‘intelligent and vital village.’
Under such a structure of the state each little community would live intelligently and strive after the integrity and unity of the
nation.3
In the ‘Chaukhamba Model’ or four-pillar state the armed forces of the state might be controlled by the centre, the armed
police by the province but all other police might be brought under district and village control. While industries like the railways
or iron and steel might be controlled by the Centre, the small unit textile industry of the future might be left to district and village
ownership. While price fixing might be a central subject the structure of agriculture and the ratio of capital and labour in it might
be left to the choice of the district and the village. A substantial part of state revenues should stay with the village and the
district. As far as possible the principle of election might be applied to administrative, instead of nominations or selections.
Economic decentralisation, corresponding to political and administration decentralisation, might be brought about through
maximum utilisation of small machines.4
The ‘Chaukhamba Model’ rose above the issues of regionalism and factionalism. It diffused power also within people’s
organisations and corporations. Lohia opined that four-pillar state might indeed appear fanatic to many in view of the special
conditions of the country, its illiteracy, its fears and superstitions and above all, its castes. The village representatives may
indeed be selfish and ignorant and raise caste above justice. And yet to give him power seemed the only way to deliver the
people from inertia as well as an administration that was both top-heavy and corrupt. Lohia believed that by giving power to
small communities of men, democracy of the first grade was possible. The four-pillar state ensured effective and intelligent
democracy to the common man.5
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Lohia accorded equal and simultaneous emphasis on economic and political decentralisation. Decentralisation of
economic and political power was the core of his conception of ‘Chaukhamba Model.’ While underlining that political
decentralisation was symbol of equality and prosperity, he asserted that there could be no political democracy without
economic democracy as there could be no economic democracy without political democracy. He was opposed to political
centralisation because it could engender monopoly of the politician- business-bureaucracy nexus wherein masses are
victimised. He explicitly stated that political centralisation “conditioned human thinking; ideas have been replaced by
propaganda and thinking has become subservient to power.”6 According to him, centralised political power renders the
common people to become mere pawns in the hands of those wielding power and thus rendered helpless under the centralised
power system and such a system defeats the very purpose of democracy.
Lohia wanted the community of a state so organised and sovereign power so diffused that each of little community in it
lives the way of life it chooses. These various ways of life must indeed run a common bond strong enough to bond the
numerous communities in to a state. With regard to the question as to how strong must these bonds be in their four-pillar order,
Lohia’s reply was that it ‘must be left for the time to determine.”7 Asserting that no precise list of federal or state or district or
village or concurrent subjects could be drawn up, Lohia argued that experience and time and perhaps the next Constituent
Assembly of India could make precise allocations. He further added: “For the present time, there must be unhedged will to
diffuse power and to let each little community live intelligently consistent with the unity and integrity of the nation.”8
Cautioning that the popular principle of the four-pillar state may cause great confusion and occasion numerous errors in
the beginning, Lohia averred that it “will clean up the administration in the end by the process of forcing the vast mass to act
and judge. For instance, the only way to purify controls is to leave their administration to the village, town and district Panchayat
and to take them out of the hands of the legislators and government servants.”9
Lohia wanted private property to go, except such as did not occasion employment of one person by another. He was not
in favour of ownership of property by the state exclusively at the centre as it was disastrous both for bread and freedom. Part
of property must be owned by the village and the province as much as by the centre and by co-operative.10
Lohia wanted legislative decentralisation along with administrative decentralisation. In order to make decentralisation of the
administration meaningful, Lohia was in favour of allocating some limited legislative powers to the district administration and
village Panchayats so that they could manage their affairs appropriately.11
While arguing for abolishing the office of the Governor, Lohia stated that the limited functional relationship between the
Centre and state should be discharged by a single official only. He was in favour of amending the Evidence Act along with
Criminal Procedure Code in such a manner so that common man should have justice at minimum cost. He was also in favour
of constituting a committee to reconsider the existing laws and suggest remedial measures to remove the undemocratic
elements from those laws. He wanted single High Court and single Public Service Commission for two or three states so that
the number of courts and public service commissions could be reduced and their jurisdiction could be expanded for more
efficiency.12 Therefore, it was the thinking of Lohia that through political and economic decentralisation, the citizens could be
able to run the local administration and raise necessary resources for the development of the nation.
In the opinion of Lohia, the citizens can become the architect of their destinies only through decentralisation of power. And
democratic participation of all citizens could be possible under Chaukhamba Raj. Undoubtedly, Lohia acknowledged
democracy of the people, by the people and for the people; nevertheless, he averred that Chaukhamba Raj was essential to
making democracy really functional because it facilitates the establishment of rule of the community, by the community and
for the community, which is essential for a vibrant democracy.
Broadly speaking, Lohia’s ‘Chaukhamba Model’ is the outcome of his views on socialism and emphasis on
decentralisation – economic, political and legislative – forms the core of this model. Hence it deems appropriate to have a brief
overview of Lohia’s socialism.
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LOHIA’S NEW SOCIALISM
Lohia’s criticism of the Western ideological constructs appears to be aimed at paving the way for establishing socialism
as the most appropriate theoretical format for steering India on the trajectory of an equitable and all-round socio-economic
development. Nevertheless, it is noteworthy that even his ideology of socialism kept on getting improvised and enriched with
newer intellectual inputs imbibed by him from time to time. Undoubtedly, Lohia accepted socialism as the viable ideology for
India and tried to conceptualise it in the light of the Gandhian inputs; nonetheless, he came out with the idea of New Socialism
in 1959 with the plea that it offers a comprehensive system of socio-economic and political life for the people in India.13
In his conceptualisation of the notion of socialism, Lohia opined that, ...the concept of socialism has too long lagged
‘behind the cohorts of capitalism or of communism’ and has lived ‘on borrowed breath’ leading to hesitancy in the action of
socialists and that it must be developed, if it is to have an effective appeal, into a doctrine independent of other political
ideologies.14 Accordingly, Lohia sought to rid the ideology of socialism from ‘its borrowed breadth’ by infusing the spirit of
Gandhism in it, specifically by dovetailing the philosophy with the Gandhian doctrines of satyagraha, theory of ends–means
consistency, economic system rooted in the small machine technology and, finally, the idea of political decentralisation.
He maintained that the incorporation of Gandhian principles in the socialist philosophy would lend greater practicability of
socialism to the Indian situations. The core of socialism as visualised by Lohia drew its spirit and substance from the Gandhian
principles of socioeconomic and political reconstruction of the Indian society and formed the doctrinal foundations of socialism
as conceptualised by Lohia.15 What, however, was unique to Lohia was his notion of decentralised socialism whose essence
lay in emphasis on things like small machine, cooperative labour, village government and decentralised planning.16
Lohia’s conception of New Socialism in 1959 was greatly influenced by his ‘circumstantial motivations and lived
experiences’. Evidently, more comprehensive in scope and reflective of the holistic vision of its proponent, the theory of New
Socialism was founded on the basis of six fundamental elements encompassing both domestic as well as foreign aspects of
the life of the people. These six elements were: egalitarian standards in the areas of income and expenditure, growing economic
interdependence, world parliament system based on adult franchise, democratic freedoms inclusive of right to private life,
Gandhian technique of individual and collective civil disobedience, and dignity and rights of common man.17
Lohia opined that the cumulative impact of his notion of New Socialism would lie in providing such a complex web of
system of life for the people that they would not only be able to live an egalitarian and contented life within the country but
would also aspire to become a part of the world government. His advocacy of socialism in the form of a new civilisation, which
could be referred to as ‘socialist humanism’, could be said to have given a new direction and dimension to the socialist
movement in India. He called on all the socialist parties of the world to think in terms of an effective world union through world
government.Reinforcing his faith in the world government, Lohia modified his notion of ‘four pillars of state’ to include the ‘fifth
pillar’ in it in the form of the world government and established the World Development Council in his endeavour to set up world
government to maintain peace in the world.

RATIONALE
Undoubtedly, Lohia’s ‘Chaukhamba Model’ was based on his vastly acquired knowledge livable experiences in the
contemporary India wherein he was disenchanted with the existing socio-economic and political mechanism owing to its
inability to solve the problems confronting the multitude of the masses in the country. The principles underlying Lohia’s
‘Chaukhamba Model’ seem more utopian than pragmatic because putting these principles into practice by formulating
necessary laws requires various amendments to the Indian Constitution, which is a tedious process on which consensus
cannot be built. Besides, Lohia’s conception of this ‘Chaukhamba Model’ is not fully illustrated in details, as Lohia himself
admitted that details would be determined by the time as well as the future Constituent Assembly to frame a new Constitution
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incorporating the principles enunciated by Lohia in his various writings and speeches from time to time.
Besides, the existing constitutional provisions facilitate two-pillar federal model – Centre and States –in the country which
is being carried on somewhat properly in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Constitution of India. The 73 and 74
amendments to the Constitution have, to some extent, made attempts at empowering people at the village and municipal levels.
However, these measures don’t meet the expectations enumerated in the ‘Chaukhamba Model’ and much needs to be done in
this regard.
In the wake of globalisation and the path of economic reforms embarked upon by India for the past two decades, there
has been over emphasis on privatisation and this is major stumbling block to the ‘Chaukhamba Model.

CONCLUSION
Lohia’s concept of Chaukhamba Raj represents a middle path between Gandhian notion of self-reliant village and modern
federalism. He has tried to provide a solid shape to his political views, like his economic views, through his notion of
Chaukhamba Raj and administrative decentralisation. Gandhian influence on his notion of political decentralisation is clearly
visible. He endeavoured to build a true democracy by vesting the control over bureaucracy in the hands of elected
representatives of the people. Such an arrangement, on the one hand, can be helpful in putting an end of red-tapism; and on
the other hand, it can also be helpful in reducing the chances of corruption and immoral practices because the ruling party will
not be able to make misuse of the bureaucracy. Besides, the government officials can discharge their duties properly when
they are free from political pressure.
In sum, Lohia’s creditable contribution to the system of government is seemingly his model of four pillars of state called
the ‘Chaukhamba Model’, which was contextualised within the framework of decentralised democratic polity that Lohia
recommended for India. In the present-day political discourse in India, Lohia’s name is invoked for garnering political support
and votes in the elections. During the 2014 Lok Sabha elections, the prime ministerial candidate of the BJP appropriated the
name of Lohia in his electoral campaigns in Uttar Pradesh despite the fact that the BJP has nothing to do with Lohia’s ideology.
However, Samajwadi party in Uttar Pradesh professes to be the heir to the legacy of Ram Manohar Lohia, not exclusively but
in tandem with Gandhism, socialism and its economic ideology having undergone various transformations over the years.
Undoubtedly, Lohia’s ideology bears rationale for the present-day Indian politics; nevertheless, the travesty of truth is that
there is no dedicated grouping to carry forward this task sincerely in letter and spirit. As Anirban Ganguly has aptly observed:
“Unfortunately there are very few, or perhaps none at all, within Lohia’s own party or its pale form that claims to be
‘Samajwadi’, who read Lohia, can match his intellectual sweep and vigour or even produce a grain of what he had given in
terms of a prolific intellectual output. Lohia’s political heirs — those who claim today to be carrying forward his legacy in Indian
politics, have little use of him and even less understanding of his genius.”18
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INTRODUCTION
This paper tries to highlight the economic integration in the globalised world and how far this era of global economic
integration brings development or underdevelopment to the margins of the Indian society. It will highlight the interventions made
by the government in the areas within the ambit of the constitution of India and the time to time formulation and enactment of
the Parliamentary Acts, such as Panchayati Raj Extension to Schedule Areas, 1996 and the Scheduled Tribes and Other
Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006. It will also try to bring the discrepancies meted out to the
discriminated, economically excluded and marginalised groups of the Indian society generated by the conflicts ever since the
liberalisation of the Indian economy and thereby the ill effects cast upon the margins of the Indian caste ridden society.

THE SENSE OF BEING INDIAN: POVERTY IN PLENTY
Globalisation is a phenomenon of duality and ambiguity. On the one hand, it is a synonym for new opportunities in terms
of growth of exchange relating to new technology, foreign investment, and so on. On the other hand, economic globalisation
is represented by deprivation of capability and causing poverty by weakening the capacity of States to guarantee the respect
of fundamental rights.
No doubt, globalisation in the form of increased integration through trade and investment is an important reason why much
progress has been made in reducing poverty and global inequality over recent decades. But one should not forget that it is not
the only reason for this often-unrecognised progress, good national polices, sound institutions and domestic political stability
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also matter. India’s case is a negative impact, as is seen in the development parameter. In developing world of 4.8 billion
people, 1.2 billion still live in abject poverty despite progress brought by globalisation in trade and investment in the developing
countries. India still has worst record as compared to the poorest areas in Africa, by its eight states’ poverty and living
conditions.
As acute poverty prevails in eight Indian states, including Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal, together accounting for
more poor people than in the 26 poorest African nations combined, a new ‘multidimensional’ measure of global poverty has
said (Press Trust of India, Updated: July 12, 2010 18:52
Therefore, India has to concentrate on five important areas or things to follow to achieve this goal. The areas like
technological entrepreneurship, new business openings for small and medium enterprises, importance of quality management,
new prospects in rural areas and privatisation of financial institutions. The manufacturing of technology and management of
technology are two different significant areas in the country.
There needs to be new prospects in rural India. The growth of Indian economy very much depends upon rural participation
in the global race. After implementing the new economic policy the role of villages got its own significance because of its
unique outlook and branding methods. For example food processing and packaging are the one of the areas where new
entrepreneurs can enter into a big way. It may be organised in a collective way with the help of co-operatives to meet the global
demand.
Gradually globalisation has defined its terminologies in all aspects of human civilisation by making the countries formulate
to the policies for open economies both, domestically and internationally. With the implementation of free market economic
systems, path is paved for mounting their own industrious’ potentials and creating multitude of openings for international trade
and investment. This served as an opportunity for the foreign markets, factories, production and marketing measures with
people belonging to different parts of the world. The view about globalisation emerged as1. Economic Integration through trade, investment and capital flows
2. Political Interaction
3. Information and Information Technology (IT)
4. Culture.
Globalisation is a broad term and refers to the global outlook of different nations of the world coming closer and joining
hands in terms of economy, education, society and politics also. Globalisation empowers a view for the entire world as a whole
irrespective of the national identity and thus globalisation has narrowed the world by bringing people of all nations closer.
Enabling people of one nation to communicate with those of the other nation(s) and contributes to the biggest achievement in
terms of globalisation and development. The culture, trade, business, ethics and conduct of one group in one part of the world
can influence others may or may not be of same nation. It is irrespective of the time and space and language bindings as these
communications are in terms of trade, social internet forums. The process of globalisation is therefore, an amalgamation of
interaction and integration among different groups of people, various organisations and governments of different nations. This
communication is supported by information technology. The interaction not only influences people and their welfare in terms
of civilisation, traditions, political structure, financial growth and affluences but also affects the environment as a whole. India’s
rural, no doubt is hugely affected. However, much needs to be improved in terms of access to all new technologies to the rural
poor. No doubt, the rural poor are able to access to information through internet, TV and, other modes of communication
gadgets like mobile phones handset etc.
On the other hand, with globalisation, economic exclusion occurs in which the distribution of resources is unequal. This
indeed is based on power relations. It demands equity and distributive justice, as it also refers to the exclusion of workers from
their three basic markets i.e., labour, credit, and insurance. There are several questions that arise as to what are the links
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between discrimination against the excluded and marginalised? Is it not discrimination in resource allocation/distribution an
obstacle to development? While also discrimination in educational policies could also definitely link to exclusion from labour
market as educational status, particularly illiteracy is? India has poor illiteracy record. Most of the rural poor is illiterate and
ignorant. Thus, until and unless flaw colonial Macaulay education policy is not reformed, as it heavily rely on the trickling down
of education by the high caste to the lower caste. Whereas, in Indian society, there has been a tendency in which the high caste
has nothing to do with lower castes, and as such what good of trickle effect could one expect?
The implications of the globalisation for the national economy are many and are particularly seen in the intensified
interdependence and competition in the globalised world. This affected adversely the domestic independence in trade policies
and other economic conditions. Thus, domestic economic policies are constrained by international policy options and result
in loss of policy autonomy and decision-making. It seems that globalization causes rift between the rich and the poor, and in
the imbalance in regional insecurity causing also shift of manpower and extinction of resources from less developed to more
developed geographical areas. Ever growing demand of the people to grow richer at the cost of making the poor poorer leads
to dissolution of families and communities, health and also affects the education. This development leads to regional rivalries
and wars and terrorist movements of all proportions, crippling and self-criticism. In India, Maoists movement if the typical
resentment emanating from underdevelopment and unemployment, which globalisation rather than solving their problem, it
seems to have been aggravated it by way of non-participation and deprivation of the benefits of the industrial projects in their
own ancestral land.

RELEVANCE OF GANDHIAN INDIAN: CARE FOR THE POOR
Mahatma Gandhi’s talisman: “…Recall the face of the poorest and the weakest man whom you have seen…..will it lead
to swaraj (freedom) for the hungry and spiritually starving millions?” sounds and works amazingly well in the context of the
world of poverty on one hand and affluent section of the society on the other. For globalization, instead of bringing development
in economic sphere causes the poor poorer and the rich richer, through interaction affluences and growth of financial aspect.
Early nineties of the twentieth century, and the liberalisation in India has brought thus far a deep sense of feeling of great
divide, between the rich and the poor—the so-called humane face of the two Indians. On the one hand, the India of today is
driven to deprivation of capability and on the other the Nouveau rich ever increasing in amassing wealth. There are glaring
examples in India of today. There are India of today with Mercedes Benz cars and the other India of today with no square meals
for a day.
Against this backdrop, the writer of this paper assumes that all this development is at the cost of the poor. Above that while
India has a proud record of functioning democracy as it has not always empowered people at the grassroots level. For
democracy is much more than regular elections. Political exclusion can include denial of citizenship rights to organise, and
also of personal security, the rule of law, freedom of expression and equality of opportunity. As political exclusion also involves
the notion that the state, which grants basic rights and civil liberties, is not a neutral agency but a vehicle of a society’s
dominant classes, and thus may discriminate between social groups. This somehow is related to the social exclusion leading
to economic exclusion. As is the case of India, where class and caste discrimination is rampant, these relationships are
interconnected and overlapping, and given the complexity of influences on individuals, it is impossible to identify a specific
cause in the context of social exclusion. People may be excluded because of deliberate action on the part of others as in work
places. The result of the processes in society which do not involve deliberate action may even be by choice. But definitely, the
causes of social exclusion leads to poverty, suffering and sometimes death, can be attributed to the operations of unequal
power relations.
Despite granting the right to vote irrespective of social and religious affiliation, many communities still tend to live under
fear of vulnerability from the dominant class/caste. These sections enjoy the status of second citizenship. Not that they are
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given dual citizenship but, in India there exists for a group of sections notably, the ‘upper caste and creamy layers’ being rated
as first citizen. Democracy requires respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It requires as well as a deeper
understanding and respect for the rights of minorities and respect for the needs of the more vulnerable groups of society,
especially women and children. This is not only a political matter. The social stability needed for productive growth is nurtured
by conditions in which people can readily express their will, by way of freedom of speech and expression. However, how far
is their voice heeded and not silenced with state policing and brutality particularly, the question of capability deprivation? That
is why, for this, participation of strong domestic institutions is essential. Promotion such institutions means promoting the
empowerment of the unorganised, the poor, and the marginalised. This is what the pluralistic society which India subscribed
to, keeping in mind the diversity of cultures, religion or otherwise. Thus, given its great variety of religious and ethnic groups,
a secular, democratic system is both a natural choice and a substantial challenge.
Participatory democracy is a process of participation in decision making of constituents in the direction and operation of
political system. In Participatory democracy opportunities are created for all members of a political group to make meaningful
contributions to decision-making. It seeks to broaden the range of people who have access to such opportunities.
In India, sharp income inequalities between rural and urban areas, and concentration of power and resources at the
national level, has meant that tens of thousands of Indians are denied full participation in the decisions that affect their
lives. In India’s rural areas, where hunger and poverty are rampant, local people have often remained powerless. They are
often locked in an oppressive system of economic exploitation, class division, caste prejudice, and pervasive corruption.
While the economy of modern India grows, they lack access to the education, nutrition and health-care, sanitation, land
and other assets that could enable them to escape the trap of hunger and poverty. There is a hollow growth in the Indian
economy, as rightly pointed out by the Nobel laureate, Amartya Sen and who conveyed the same to the Prime Minister,
Dr. Manmohan Singh. He is talking about access to the benefits of the economic growth of the country, India. If the rural
poor are not benefited, which accounted 75 per cent of the over 1 billion population of the world’s largest democracy do
not benefit, there is indeed, is not only hollow growth but also hallowed growth targeting the access by depriving them
(the poor and marginalised) the benefits by few bureaucrats belonging to upper cast/class in Indian society. There is wider
disparity of the rich and the poor in India. In this context, what does participatory democracy hold for the rural poor in
India in the globalised world?
Globalisation is the form of one world and connected globe. We say when an economy is liberalised then exchange and
free follow of goods and services take place. With it comes the agony of the poor in their own land. Not only are their lands
devastated but their own lives are in danger of extinction. The glaring examples manifest the industries destroying the original
habitats of the poor adivasis of the indigenous tribes. This without proper implementation of the Panchayati Raj Extension to
Schedule Areas of 1996 and, similar other local Acts, where Schedule Areas of the constitutional term is not applicable as in
some tribal inhabited areas of the north eastern states of India. There are cases of violation of the Forest Rights Act as was
the recent ‘Vedanta’ mining project in the heartlands of the indigenous tribes numbering 8000 only, needless to say, is nearing
extinction. POSCO, Korean steel project is another burning issue. Now the question is as to who is responsible and who is
irresponsible in all these projects in the land where the marginalised Indians are displaced and deprived of their livelihood,
wherein they have been pastoraling which is their freedom from want and fear? Freedom from fear as their land rights is
safeguarded. Freedom from want as their land and its resources are intact and its produces abundant enough for their
subsistence. That was till the globalisation resulted with the policies of economic liberalisation. In this liberalisation of the
economy in India, the private capitalists exploit the poor and thus excluded them.
In India’s context in terms of economic development, the mixture of the models of economies—capitalist and the socialist
are of least value if we apply our own sarvodaya concept of economy. The Gandhian concept of economy is no doubt least
paid attention to in the Constitution of India. Still the wage system advocated by Gandhi is worthy of appreciation. Somehow,
THE DISCUSSANT

Journal of Centre for Reforms,
Development and Justice

27

OCTOBER-DECEMBER
2018
Vol.VI No.4

DISCUSSANT_24_32 new.qxd

2/13/1950

7:25 PM

Page 28

GLOBALISATION AND ETHICS:
GLOCAL POLITICS AND TRIBES RESISTANCE

the parity wage ratio of man-woman, where in the present MNRGA realistically looked into is in large scale government scheme
hints to not only amelioration of the poor but the poor womenfolk, who were marginalised even in the so-called civilised
industrialised West in the 17th century. I do not compare the voting rights where our womenfolks had right from the inception
of the Independent India, which was not in the case of the West.
Now given that India’s poor are poor because they are poorly given access to educational facilities, perhaps owing to the
flaw educational policies of the colonial India, where they thought that educating the Brahmins would trickle down the education
to the lower strata of the society. Whereas it never does, rather widens the gap between these groups of the caste ridden Indian
society. The growing inequalities between the rich and the poor are the evidence of various policies, including education which
is still of the middle and upper middle oriented and the poor are discriminated, excluded and marginalised.
The economic exclusion is experienced through discriminatory nature of inadequate access and availability of
opportunities, wage inequalities and non-recognition of land rights. This promotes social discontent and unrest. Thus the need
also arise to grant greater recognition to the legal rights of the economically excluded which again is connected to other
dimensions such as political, religious, social and education.
Globalisation instead of promoting inclusion of the excluded resulted in atrocities against dalits with higher castes being
strengthened in power with their integration into the global market and usurps the resources of the poor and marginalised for
commercial exploitation, especially dalits and tribals. Definitely, the margins of the society—women, dalits, tribals, and
minorities fall the victimised in social and economic exclusion. The exertion of these groups to gain some amount of sense of
economic security further hampered by politics based on exclusion. This is seen in the Indian political scenario where politics
of exclusion becomes a necessary evil. Therefore, the demise of economic sovereignty and the replacement of welferist state
by way of a politics based on depriving economic rights.
In India, every vote since 1991 has been a vote against globalisation and trade liberalisation which is creating 10 million
new unemployed people every year, is pauperizing the peasantry and disenfranchising the marginalised. This changed in 2002
with the Gujarat elections which followed the massacre of 2000 Muslims and the violent engineering of the electoral agenda
away from basic needs to a majority-minority conflict and contest. The arithmetic guaranteed victory to the party which had
created a divide between the majority and minority communities and sown mutual fear and hatred through rapes and killings.
This violent and exclusivist agenda is now being developed for all forthcoming elections. The market fundamentalism of
globalisation and the economic exclusion inherent to it is giving rise to, and being reinforced and supported by politics of
exclusion emerging in the form of political parties based on “religious fundamentalism”/xenophobia/ethnic cleansing and
reinforcement of patriarchies and castism. The culture of commodification has increased violence against women, whether it
is in the form of rising domestic violence, increasing cases of rape, an epidemic of female foeticide, and increased trafficking
in women.
It is to be noted that Democracy without people is meaningless. Participation implies, when they participate then, they also
have a share in the planning and the profit, whether it is governance, economy, or development.
The derivatives of the words from the Greek word meaning demos and kratos combine to suggest that “the people rule.”
But then, who are “the people?”
“We, the people of India” means all citizens as mentioned in Part II (Citizenship) as enshrined in the constitution. But in
the sense of participatory democracy in India, all these citizens do not participate. Except citizens attaining 21 years of age
irrespective of sex who are given the right to vote. Later this was reduced to 18 years of age by the then Prime Minister, Rajiv
Gandhi. What does ‘citizenship’ mean for excluded groups around the world? What do these meanings tell us about the goal
of building inclusive societies?
What are the advantages of adopting a social exclusion approach to issues of citizenship rights? Citizenship rights appear
to be severely limited in many low-income countries, with civil and political rights often as reduced as social rights. Human
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rights conditionality prods governments to provide certain rights to their citizens, but macro-economic conditionality
undermines countries’ actual capacity to do so.
Besides, there are unending questions that keep on emenating from the study of the excluded and marginalised. Such as,
do caste and religion influence a graduate’s employment opportunities in India’s private sector? It is found through examination
of the prevalence of discrimination in the job application processes of modern private sector enterprises, that discriminatory
processes operate even at the first stage of the application process. Caste favouritism and social exclusion still exist in the
labour market in today’s urban India. What happens when college-educated Indians from the lowest caste (Dalits) and from
the Muslim minority apply for jobs in the urban private sector? In this sector, which includes multinational corporations and
prominent Indian companies, caste and communal discrimination are supposedly things of the past. It is also found that
whether employers respond differently to equally-qualified applicants with a high caste Hindu, Muslim or Dalit name. Even
among highly educated and appropriately qualified applicants attempting to enter the private sector, caste and religion proved
influential in securing an invitation for an interview or written test. Private sector employers repeatedly favoured job applicants
from higher caste backgrounds, and disadvantaged equally qualified low-caste and Muslim job applicants.
● Job applicants with a Dalit or Muslim name were significantly less likely to be invited for interview than equivalently-qualified
●
●

●
●

●

high caste Hindus.
The odds of a Dalit applicant being invited for interview were about two-thirds of the odds of a high caste Hindu applicant.
The odds of a Muslim applicant being invited for interview were about one-third of the odds of a high caste Hindu applicant.
Discriminatory processes thus operate at the first stage in the application process, even among well-qualified universityeducated Indians applying for jobs in modern private sector businesses.
Data was not collected on who was ultimately hired for these particular jobs. However, if discrimination is evident even at
this early phase of the application process, final hiring decisions are unlikely to be equitable.
Social exclusion is not just a residue of the past clinging to the margins of the Indian economy. Nor is it limited to the less
well-educated. Caste favouritism and the social exclusion of Dalits and Muslims are present in private enterprise, the most
dynamic modern sector of the Indian economy.
Indian corporations are not obliged to report the caste and religious composition of their workforces to the government. It
is therefore not possible to determine the employment composition of private sector enterprises in India.
Conclusion

There is globalisation which is called the ‘Americanisation’. One can see this in McDonald food outlets and various other
fashion oriented markets flourishing in India. The process of globalisation are highly turbulent and have generated new conflicts
throughout the world. Globalisation is described as the strife between McWorld and Jihad, contrasting the homogenizing,
commercialised, Americanised tendencies of the global economy and culture with traditional cultures which are often resistant
to globalisation. There is another view that makes a more benign distinction between what is called the “Lexus” and the “Olive
Tree”. The former is a symbol of modernization, of affluence and luxury, and of Westernised consumption, contrasted with the
Olive Tree that is a symbol of roots, tradition, place, and stable community. The experience of September 11 points to the
objective ambiguity of globalisation, that positive and negative sides are interconnected, that the institutions of the open society
unlock the possibilities of destruction and violence, as well as democracy, free trade, and cultural and social exchange. Some
saw terrorism as an expression of “the dark side of globalisation” however Douglas Kellner opines that it is a part of the
objective ambiguity of globalisation and simultaneously creates friends and enemies, wealth and poverty, and growing
divisions between the “haves” and On the other hand, the khadi kurta is sidelined with no cost effective control where it can
be marketed in huge scale. There are historians and sociologists, scholars and researchers, saying even such development
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bring amalgamation of the West and the East. As kurta with western jeans worn goes quite well. So if a choice in food habits
of burger and the other Indian cuisine like samosa or puri, or sambar etc. However, because of the advent of the multinational
companies and the global products, India’s poor and its products are sidelined and have no more capacity to compete with
the onslaught of the multinational products and thus suffer almost extinction. Therefore, there is every need to intervene in the
promotion of the poor’s products in India, so that the dream of the Mahatma, that village will produce and cities will buy would
be realised.
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DR PRAVEEN KUMAR SINGH*
ABSTRACT
Unseasonal and widespread rain, droughts and volatile climate changes have wreaked havoc among millions of farmers
across the country. Unfavourable natural disasters have led to extensive damage to several standing and yielding crops. The
monsoon is always been kind. Drought, floods, hailstorms and unseasonal rain, often ruin the farmers’ yields.
As the land resource is shrinking and the new generation farming community is averse to these growing challenges of the
agriculture sector. The situation is grim and the government in the welfare state needs to take quick and prompt policy action
in the agriculture sector.
The model in this paper elucidates that Indian agriculture can dole out the necessities of food security and swiftly modify
itself. It can function in a rural urban continuum, with fast developments of markets and shifting of working populations from
villages to linked small cities and also from crop production to value added activities. However, all these will happen only when
there is government support in term of technology, advanced systems, organisational support and necessary infrastructure
support. Or else, there will be rising food prices and lack of food grains in time to come.
KEYWORDS: Agriculture produce, Gross Domestic Product, Farm and Farming, Climate Change, Subsidy, Minimum Support
Price, Special Agriculture Zone
The agricultural sector represents over 35 per cent of country’s gross national product (GNP) and exerts a crucial role in
the country’s development.
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From the rampart of Red Fort, on the occasion of Independence Day, Prime Minister Narendra Modi had announced that
a more glorious future for farmers and farming are about the come. He initiated a major programme on irrigation, since water
security is fundamental to food security. He promoted greater attention to soil healthcare through the provision of soil health
cards to all farmers.
According to the Annual Report 2017-18, of Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, the total foodgrain production
was at all-time high of 272 million tonnes in 2016-17, eight percent higher than the 251.6 million tonnes in the previous year.
In 2015-16, the production was a four-year low at 251.12 million tonnes. The weather is not under the control of the
government, but weather management is possible.
The Union budget for 2017-18 increased the allocation for agriculture credit, but much of it went to large companies and
not small farmers. Other pronouncements by the government, as well as the agriculture minister, are yet to be assessed that
how much it was implemented. There has been a hope that state governments will invest more, since there will be greater
transfer of funds to the states. It will be rather premature to judge the performance of the government in the farm sector in
totality.
Unfortunately, suicides by farmers have not stopped and agrarian distress has become more severe. The land acquisition
act has generated considerable controversy. There seems to be no let up in farmer deaths as they are committing suicide
following this turmoil in their life. The rising number of farmers’ death has become a major concern for the Central Government
as Prime Minister Modi has promised all possible help shortly to farmers who suffered crop loss due to recent unseasonal
rains, saying the damage is being assessed.

CRITICAL ISSUES
India has the capacity to produce an estimate of over 265 million tonnes of food grains which is sufficient enough to feed
the 1.3 billion populations. Despite this fact, around 35 percent under BPL (Below Poverty Line) section goes to sleep without
any food.
Lack of storage facilities like granaries, warehouses, cold storages are one of the major problems in agri sector that cries
out for extensive improvement. Due to lack of such facilities over 40 percent of perishable food items goes waste causing
inflation in market, shortages in supply and poor food security system in India.
Due to inadequate number of crops securities and strategies, a single farmer failed to earn a decent price against the
amount spent on cultivation.
Also, small and fragmented land holdings, poor agriculture credit system, improper maintenance of PDS, threat from
unfavourable climatic condition and weak implementation of national-level policy on agriculture are the key concerning areas.
Different models and techniques with time have been developed and announced by the Centre to tackle such agriculture
situation. For instances, Announcement of new satellite crop monitoring system, Soil Health Card, pay ‘per drop, more crop’
model etc by Modi government.
Apart from these, we already have existed models to cover the loss of farmers such as (i) National Action Plan on Climate
Change (ii) National Initiative on Climate Resilient Agriculture (iii) Climate Change Finance Unit, Ministry of Finance (iv)
MNREGA

RISK INVOLVED
Here we would also like to concentrate on a few issues, important for converting the hope of ‘Achhe din aane waale hain’
into reality. According to MS Swaminathan, the father of Green Revolution in India, our green revolution has been sustained
only because of public procurement of wheat and rice at a fairly reasonable MSP. In the farmers’ commission report, it
recommended that the MSP be the total cost of production plus 50 per cent. Unfortunately, a recent panel set up by the
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government has recommended only a margin of about 10 per cent more than the cost of production. No other profession has
such low return. At the same time, farming is the riskiest profession due to uncertain weather conditions arising from climate
change. The future will belong to nations with grains and not guns. Moreover, agriculture is the major livelihood industry in our
country. It is our duty to safeguard the interest of small farmers who have limited marketable surplus. From time to time, it has
been urged that the government should implement MS Swaminathan Committee’s recommendations. It has been urged that
the government to implement Swaminathan Committee’s recommendation on the MSP. This is the only way to attract and retain
youth in farming, to bring small farmers out of the poverty trap and to ensure sustainable food security.
The purposes for which farm land is to be acquired, and the procedures, have become a subject of considerable public
and political controversy. The bottom line should be public good and not private profit. Food security has to be safeguarded,
since in the coming years food grains will not be easily available in the international market and price volatility will be high.
There is a need for an all-party consensus on preserving good farm land for farming and for adequate consultation and
compensation before farm land is acquired for other purposes.
Also, for a population that may reach 1.5 billion in two decades, there is a need to create special agriculture zones (SAZs),
where land will be utilised only for farming. SAZs should be designed to conserve prime farm land so that we do not revert to
a ship-to-mouth existence. This will be an appropriate commemoration of the International Year of Soil (2015). The PunjabHaryana agricultural area could be the first SAZ.

CHANGING GLOBAL SCENARIO
Stable globalisation of trade has profound implications for future agricultural development. The diversity of India’s agroecological setting, high bio-diversity and relatively low cost of labour provide potential for agricultural competitiveness in a
globalised economy. It is expected that with increasing globalisation of markets over the years there will be demands for
agricultural intensification. This will also be favoured because of greater backward and forward linkages between agriculture
and food industry. Therefore, increase in production and productivity are bound to be strategically important to economy.
Intensification will not only favour alleviation of rural poverty but will also improve resource conservation particularly in the
small farming sector where farmers can be encouraged to take up organised production of high value crops such as fruits,
specialty vegetables, flowers medicinal and aromatic herbs etc. Stronger demands for crops of the small farmers’ will not only
improve incomes and welfare but will also make investments in technology and resource conservation more attractive.
The challenges facing agricultural development call for fundamental changes in our approach to technology
transfer/extension programmes. Changes are necessary in the context of changing economic environment following policy
adjustments in relation to privatisation, deregulation and globalisation calling for greater efficiency and effectiveness of the
extension system. More importantly there is need for
● Greater emphasis on providing producers with knowledge and understanding needed to overcome the problems or to
exploit opportunities of their own specific production systems. Correspondingly there will be a need to de-emphasise
‘package of practices’ or the blanket recommendations, top down approach followed thus far.
● Shift in the focus of public extension systems from promoting inputs use to one on sustainable management of resources
and improvements in the production system as a whole.
● Closer interaction between farmers, extension scientists and production system researchers in diagnosing problems and
identifying location specific recommendations emphasising participation and education rather than being prescriptive.
● Widening the range of extension delivering agencies. While the publicly operated extension systems will continue to be
important, there will appear a greater role for NGOs, farmers’ associations and corporate sectors in particular situations.
Role of commercial suppliers of seeds, agrochemicals, machinery, vaccines and medicines in providing advisories, as is
already being done in a limited way, will need to be encouraged and factored into public system’s own priorities.
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● Wider and more creative use of mass media in tune with current developments in information technology to get information

across to the farming community whose ability to overcome constrains at farm level will increasingly depend on access to
reliable and up-to-date information.

TECHNOLOGICAL NEEDS
It is apparent that the tasks of meeting the consumption needs of the projected population are going to be more difficult
given the higher productivity base than in 1960s. There is also a growing realisation that previous strategies of generating and
promoting technologies have contributed to serious and widespread problems of environmental and natural resource
degradation. This implies that in future the technologies that are developed and promoted must result not only in increased
productivity level but also ensure that the quality of natural resource base is preserved and enhanced. In short, they lead to
sustainable improvements in agricultural production.

TECHNIQUES SUCH AS:
Developing Climate-ready Crops Development of new crop varieties with higher yield potential and resistance to multiple
stresses (drought, flood, and salinity) will be the key to maintain yield stability.
Better Weather Forecasting, Crop Insurance Schemes and early warning systems will be very useful in minimising risks of
climatic adversaries. Information and communication technologies (ICT) could greatly help the researchers and administrators
in developing contingency plans. Effective crop insurance schemes should be evolved to help the farmers in reducing the risk
of crop failure due to these events. Micro-finance has been a success among rural poor, including women. Low-cost access
to financial services could be a boon for vulnerable farmers. Growing network of mobile telephony could further speed up SMSbased banking services and help the farmers in having better integration with financial institutions.

MEASURES TO ADOPT
(i) Developing cultivars resistance to pests and diseases; (ii) Adoption of integrated pest management with more emphasis
on biological control and changes in cultural practices. (iii) Pest forecasting using recent tools such as simulation modelling.
(iv) By developing alternative production techniques and crops, as well as locations, that are resistant to infestations and other
risks.
Adjusting Cropping: Season Adjustment of planting dates to minimise the effect of temperature, increase induced spikelet
sterility can be used to reduce yield instability by avoiding having the flowering period to coincide with the hottest period.
Efficient Use of Resources: The resource-conserving technologies (RCTs) encompass practices that enhance resource- or
input-use efficiency and provide immediate, identifiable and demonstrable economic benefits such as reduction in production
costs; savings in water, fuel and labour requirements; and timely establishment of crops, resulting in improved yields. Farmers
have to be trained and motivated for adopting on-farm water conservation techniques, micro-irrigation systems for better
water-use efficiency, selection of appropriate crops, etc. Harnessing Indigenous Technical Knowledge of Farmers: Farmers in
South Asia, often poor and marginal are experimenting with the climatic variability for centuries. There is a wealth of knowledge
on the range of measures that can help in developing technologies to overcome climate vulnerabilities. There is a need to
harness that knowledge and fine-tune them to suit the modern needs. Anthropological and sociological studies have highlighted
the importance of community based resource management and social learning to enhance their capacity to adapt to the
impacts of future climate change.
A recent IMD data reveals that at least 8.5 million hectares of crops were affected by unseasonal rains and hailstorms.
Rainfall between March 1 and April 15 was almost double the normal. Experience shows that if the southwest monsoon begins
early, there may be a lull in rainfall later. We should start preparing now. The following steps will be prudent.
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One, mandatory rainwater harvesting in all farms for crop-life-saving irrigation if there is a prolonged dry spell. Wherever
farms are small, community rainwater harvesting can be promoted. Equity in water-sharing is essential for cooperation in
water-saving. Some method of community management, like a pani panchayat, will be useful.
Two, in case there is a prolonged dry spell between rains, seedlings may wither. Therefore, seed banks with alternative
short-duration crops should be built up and the choice of alternative crops could be according to both home needs and market
demand.
Three, contingency plans to adapt to different weather probabilities should be prepared jointly by agriculture universities
and farmers’ associations. Women farmers in particular should be consulted. Unless such joint work is promoted, the technical
advice may remain on paper. Four, our grain reserve is dwindling and climate change is posing unforeseen threats. Thus, codes
of coping with weather probabilities like drought, flood and good weather should be prepared jointly by scientists and farmers.
Eternal vigilance is the price of stable agriculture and sustainable food security. This will call for an inter-disciplinary monsoon
management strategy.

IMPROVING PRODUCTIVITY
Average productivity in India stands at 2 metric tonnes per hectare (MT/ha) compared with 6.5 MT/ha in China. At the same
time, India’s pesticide consumption is also low at 0.60 kg/ha as compared to Japan at 10.80 kg/ha.
Increased, proper use of advanced crop protection solutions can potentially help farmers to improve crop productivity. This
also portrays huge growth potential for the Indian economy as it moves forward.
Our farmers, much like their counterparts in the rest of the world, deserve the best sustainable solutions to protect their
crops, improve plant health, and increase yield and quality- All critical to food security.
Innovation in agricultural research should be fostered and legislation enacted to encourage increased uptake in sustainable
farming methods.
Increasing sustainable agricultural production enables farmers to grow more food on existing land without encroaching on
natural habitats. Assuming fair market conditions, this translates to higher farm incomes by enabling farmers to diversify
production, invest in higher quality seeds and crop protection products, as well as grow higher-value crops. These
developments not only benefit the farmer but also the entire economy.

RECOMMENDATIONS
One of the main focuses is to highlight the importance of land and soil to meet the zero-hunger challenge. Land is a
shrinking resource and we have to produce more and more from less and less land. The following steps are essential:
One, declare areas characterised by fertile soils capable of sustaining two-to-three good crops a year as SAZs. SAZ
identification and declaration may be done by state governments in consultation with farm people. Special facilities may be
provided to farmers to maintain SAZs as the custodian of national food security.
Two, establish in each of our 130 agro-ecological zones a soil health monitoring and amelioration centre. These should
not only help farmers with soil health cards but also extend assistance to rectify soil defects.
Three, pay special attention to soil organic matter, since this is essential for improving the hydraulic conductivity (physics),
chemistry and microbiology of the soil.
Four, popularise local-level soil health assessment systems, such as earthworms and nitrogen-fixing and phosphorussolubilising micro-organisms.
Five, train a cadre of local-level soil health managers (both men and women) to help soil health monitoring and
amelioration.
If we do not attend to soil health and improvement, we will not be able to end hunger. No further time should be lost in
THE DISCUSSANT

Journal of Centre for Reforms,
Development and Justice

37

OCTOBER-DECEMBER
2018
Vol.VI No.4

DISCUSSANT_33_38 new.qxd

2/13/1950

7:25 PM

Page 38

THE PREDICAMENT OF FARMERS: CHALLENGES OF
AGRICULTURE SECTOR AND ITS CONTRIBUTION TO ECONOMY

establishing SAZs. Farmer Gajendra Singh taking his own life in public at Jantar Mantar, was an example of the lack of social
protection and commitment for saving farmers’ lives and livelihoods. We hope our collective conscience will lead to steps that
provide farmers with a reasonable income and a decent life. Unless there is a pan political commitment, we cannot save our
farmers from the era of agrarian distress. Today, there is a temptation to make political capital of such inexcusable human
tragedies. Such political rivalry will not help solve farmers’ problems. The time has come to pay serious attention to the basic
problems confronting farmers, as a result of both unfavourable monsoon and market. The prediction for the forthcoming
southwest monsoon is discouraging and steps like SAZs, mandatory water harvesting, etc should be promoted.

REFERENCES
Articles:
● The Next Stage of Planning in India, Vol. 53, Issue No. 26-27, 30 Jun, 2018, Economic and Political Weekly
● Poverty and Food Security-Toward a Policy System for Food Security, Vol. 30, Issue No. 52, 30 Dec, 1995, Review Of Agriculture, Yoginder

K Alagh, Economic and Political Weekly
Reports:
● Annual Report 2017-2018, Ministry of Agriculture cooperation and Farmers Welfare
● Agriculture in India by I.P. Abrol, Centre for Advancement of Sustainable Agriculture

Books:
● In search of Biohappiness, 2011 - World Scientific Publishing Company - MS Swaminathan
● 50 years of Green Revolution, an anthology of research papers, 2017. - World Scientific Publishing Company, MS Swaminathan
● Combating Hunger and Achieving food security, 2015. - Cambridge University Press, MS Swaminathan
● From Green Revolution to Evergreen revolution: Indian agriculture: Performance and Challenges, 2010. - Academic Foundation, MS

Swaminathan
● The Future of Indian agriculture, 2013. National Book Trust - Yoginder K Alagh

Weblinks:
● https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/policy-paralysis-5415092/
● https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/farmer-beneficiaries-msp-5385287/
● https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/msp-hike-kharif-crops-farmers-crisis-narendra-modi-government-5254101/
● https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/planning-commission-niti-aayog-indian-economy-5237790/
● https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/new-farmer-old-paradigm-agriculture-sector-development/
● https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/distress-signals-india-economy-gdp-growth-4830479/
● http://www.ruralconnect.in/detail.php?id=NDE=
● https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/agriculture/how-india-lost-its-historic-agriculture-recovery-growth-phase-just-in-four-years-59480

THE DISCUSSANT

Journal of Centre for Reforms,
Development and Justice

38

OCTOBER-DECEMBER
2018
Vol.VI No.4

DISCUSSANT_39_44 new.qxd

2/13/1950

7:25 PM

Page 39

SOCIAL MEDIA AND IDENTITY ESTABLISHMENT: A PERCEPTION
BASED CRITICAL STUDY ON UNIVERSITY GOING STUDENTS
SANDEEP KUMAR*
DR. ATISH PRASHAR*
ABSTRACT
Social Media today is playing crucial role in shaping our life transitions. Youth today are widely using social media
platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, WhatsApp and many more to express their ideas, views and relationship
building. This study primarily focuses on Facebook use by newly enrolled students of various universities at Gaya, Bihar. In
this study researcher has explored the Facebook use pattern by the respondents for self-representation and social-affirmation
which is essential feature of identity establishment. For the purpose of study triangulation method is used where in in-depth
interview through structured questionnaire and content analysis of participants’ facebook page is involved.
Present study demystifies how users are aspiring to be represented on social media platforms. It shows a certain aspect
of each individual, a certain way of seeing individual. Each photograph posted on Facebook of an individual does not only says
“see this, here, now” but it also says “see me showing you me”. At present scenario when social media users are increasing
day by day, such study may provide food for thought for future researchers.
Keywords: Social Media, Self-Representation, Self-Affirmation, Social- Affirmation, Identity Establishment, Students,
University

INTRODUCTION
Social Media is an online platform which provides space for doing social activities through technological use. Millions of
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people are using social networking sites for different purposes for varied needs such as communication needs, building new
and fosters existing relationships etc. Even though the primary functions of social networking site is communicating and social
networking, it also acts as a part of social glue. According to Media Ecology Theory, society has evolved by its technological
evolvement; society cannot escape the influence of technology. Today, by using social networking sites youths have collected
vast numbers of social connections, averaging from hundreds, and reaching to the thousands. This much of social presence
has provided opportunity to self-represent and social-affirmation by those large audiences of friends and in return youths are
exposed to identity establishment, as the conscious awareness of self and others leads individual to identity formation (Barnes,
2002). A well-managed Facebook profile by an individual not only gives the facts of his or her life but also a glance of how
that person desires to be perceived by his or her social connections on Facebook.
This paper reports on a study of newly enrolled i.e. first semester students at Central University of South Bihar and Magadh
University in relation to their use of Facebook for establishing their university identity in order to know the role played by
Facebook in their transition. The paper is structured as follows: firstly this paper describes the related work focusing on the
literature on self-representation and social-affirmation through social media. Then the methodology used to find the use of
Facebook by students for self-representation and social-affirmation. After that findings and conclusion is outlined.

RELATED WORKS
There is growing body of research that seeks to examine the role of social media in the process of identity commitment
(Christine Greenhow & Beth Robelia,2009; Aras Bozkurt & Chih-Hsiung Tu,2016; L.Thomas et al,2017 ). Many of these
studies have focused on the pattern of Facebook use in relation to identity formation in a western context. There is noticeably
low number of research carried out in India on Facebook use pattern in relation to identity formation.
New norms of sociality in the digital age reflect shifting value priorities helpful to more elaborated identity constructions.
Online self presentation context could foster fragile self-esteem by creating pressure to construct a socially desirable identity
that attracts attention and publicity, however the more the users circulate self-concepts with others, the more likely those traits
are integrated into a sense self (Adriana M. Manago, 2015). These two elements: self-representation and social-affirmation are
explored further bellow.
Self-representation
Self-representation is precisely a representation. It shows a certain aspect of ourselves, a certain way of seeing ourselves.
Each photograph posted on Facebook of an individual does not only says “see this, here, now” but it also says “see me
showing you me” (R. Jill Walker,2017). Self-representation on social media is either visual or written. Visual self-representation
includes selfies, images and icons that we use to express ourselves and written includes the status updates or the written post
on the Facebook. Today almost all of us post selfies and write updates and status on Facebook to share our selfrepresentations with our online social connections.
If one has to analyses an image as presentation, he/she would focus on the role performed by posting the image
considering the questions like for whom the image was intended for, where and when it was posted, and what responses it
got. It would also be possible to get information from the image itself, from examining the comments and the context in which
the image was published or disclosed. So a study of self-presentation can be explored by considering how users typically
create and share images (R. Jill Walker, 2017).
Social-affirmation
Social affirmation takes place when someone Seeks personal respect and validation through the support and respect of
significant others. It can also be said as gaining personal respect and self-affirmation from the endorsement of peer group.
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Self-affirmation involves bringing to awareness important and positive aspects of the self, such as personal values, goals, or
treasured characteristics (Catalina L. Toma, 2010). Selective self-presentation through Facebook profiles may have selfaffirmation potential (Walter, J.B., 2007). It is the interactivity feature of social media which allows people to engage for various
reasons, and which also serves the purpose of social-affirmation (K. Anna et al., 2016). Thus, social-affirmation can be
achieved by posting, sharing and commenting self or group relevant information on social media.

METHODOLOGY
Participants
In this study 100 students from Central University of South Bihar and Magadh University (50 students from each
University) were recruited in order to understand the facebook use pattern by them to establish their university identity. All the
respondents were first semester student who regularly uses Facebook. 40 males and 60 female students took part.
Participants were from different Departments of the university.
Procedure
Participants were recruited through campus network and classroom announcements. Once they were agreed to participate
they were given the research brief where the data collection process was explained in more detail to them. Each participant
was approached individually and they were asked to show their facebook page where they have posted or shared information
related to university activity before or after enrollment to the university. Screenshots of the related information were also taken.
Also, in-depth interview with individual participants, in regards to their information shared on Facebook, were conducted
simultaneously. The information posted or shared by them on Facebook helped in gaining the insight of their activity on social
media related to self-representation and social-affirmation in context to their university identity establishment. In-depth
interview helped in exploring the perspective in more clear and specific form. This research was carried with informed consent
from all participants. Also, assumed name have been used throughout the research to protect the identities of the participants.
Data analysis
The main focus of the analysis was on how the students utilized Facebook to establish their university identity after
enrollment to the university. The data collected from the interviews and the respondent’s Facebook page was analysed by
finding meaning in it, like for whom the image was intended for, where and when it was posted, and what responses it got and
also the context in which it was posted or shared. This analysis led to the development of the findings which is explained below,
with examples which suited best, in two sections: self-representation and social affirmation.

FINDINGS
Respondents profile revealed number of ways in which they have self-represented and got social affirmation on Facebook
after or before getting enrollment in the university through visuals (selfies and images) and texts. Below is the figure showing
the data in response to the various unit of analysis of Self Representation and Social Affirmation.
Self-representation
Respondents (86 out of 100) posted the detailed information that they are going to seek admission in post graduation at the
university. They have posted the detailed information about the whole procedure of admission, beginning from admission
advertisement, exam date, result published and to the admission date. They have even posted the information about the program
in which they are getting enrolled. Also, 52 respondents who were from the distant place from university location have updated their
status that they are travelling to Gaya (where the university is located) for getting admission at Central University of South Bihar in
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various departments. These posts reveal the sense of excitement about going to university but on the other hand there was sense
of representation of self also, where students wanted to say that they are now going to enroll in university:
I was so eager to tell my college friends and my relatives that I am now going for higher education unlike
my other college friends who were going to get job or some who were going to sit at home and waiting
to get married. (Julie)
All the respondents were updated their Facebook status that they have started studying at CUSB after getting enrolled to
the university.
Getting admission at university for master programme was a big turning point in my life and I wanted
everyone in my network to know about this. As I updated my facebook status about my admission to
university, my friends on facebook started congratulating me and started asking for treat. So, before
coming to university I have given party to all my best friends. (Vinod)
From the extract above it shows that students wanted to tell everyone in their network that they are now university student
and the communication made through updating their status was merely not for letting the friends know about it but also a
matter of identity formation was hidden in it. This was not limited to status update only but also after coming to university,
students continuously started posting photographs and texts about the events at university on Facebook.
I feel very special as I have come to university. It was a matter of pride for me. So I wanted to make sure
every Facebook post of myself shows my presence at university and should be best side of myself
because that’s how people in my network get to know me. (Anchal)
It was clear that Facebook is meant to showcase the self in the way best possible and make others know ones presence
visible at particular place therefore building a new selves. The kind of identity work shown by the respondents on Facebook
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gives an insight of how students are using Facebook to feel included within the university life. Those respondents who
continuously posted about the events at university say that their online as well as offline network at university has increased
tremendously. This then further shows that presentation of self on Facebook gives you a meaningful and recognizable identity
to online networks as well as to offline networks.
Social-affirmation
Students are actively self-represented themselves on Facebook. Now through likes, comments and feedbacks from their
networks, they are in the process of social affirmation. 85 out of 100 respondents posted selfie with university gate/building
in background showing that they are the part of the university. Respondents say that such selfies were basically intended to
get feedbacks about their new selves from their networks. Comments on such posts were more about the university in
comparison to the photographs of the individual.
If you post selfies with other things in background on Facebook then it definitely says a lot about yourself,
like the place where you are or the people with whom you are. So, posting selfies with university place
in background and getting comments accordingly feels more real and gives a sense of new selves.
(Rakesh)
Thus, interactivity i.e. comments on various posts related to university activity on Facebook was offering place for seeking
validation from the online networks.
Fresher’s Day….
It’s a great day for me, now it’s time to start an amazing journey for our bright future with blessings of
our amazing teachers... (Mansi)
Here, Mansi shares about fresher’s day that she attended at the university and imagines it as a starting of an amazing
journey of her future. In her post it is clear that she is trying to present her thoughts about university life and searching for
supports and respects from her networks.
All of the respondents agreed that whatever they have posted or shared about the university activity were endorsed through
likes and comments on Facebook by their school friends and family members. This clears that students used Facebook to get
endorsement of their new selves. 85 out of 100 respondents mentioned that after joining university they sent friend requests
to their classmates and other university students. 62 participants agreed that they created new chat-groups of their
classmates. This much of active participation on Facebook shows that students are involved in bringing to awareness
important and positive aspects of the self, such as personal values, goals, or treasured characteristics.

CONCLUSION
Students are using Facebook for adapting at university which in turn leading them in creating their University identity.
Through various posts and status updates by students related to university activities, sense of representation of self was very
much clear. Further, findings suggest that presentation of self on Facebook gives ones a meaningful and recognizable identity
to online networks as well as to the offline networks. Facebook was helpful in getting feedbacks about the new selves of the
students. Even Facebook offered place for students for seeking validation from peers. Facebook helped students in bringing to
awareness important and positive aspects of the self, such as personal values, goals, or treasured characteristics. In
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conclusion this study shows the clear evidence of Facebook use for self-representation and seeking social-affirmation by the
students for establishing their university identity.
At last, we find that there are some limitation to the study, and the ways for future research. Firstly, data collected was tied
to only one social networking site i.e. Facebook, other sites can also be explored for such study. Universe of the study was
limited to only two universities however, the sample size which was 100, was adequate for the study. The interview process
and content analysis of Facebook pages was purely based on active participation of the respondents who were newly enrolled
in the university.
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ABSTRACT
Dr. Ambedkar struggled throughout his life for the liberation of Indian women from the lifelong bondage and slavery
under the weight of Hindu social order. Following the Buddha’s philosophy he set himself as a path shower to millennium
of suppressed downtrodden and underprivileged women for social equality irrespective of their religion ,caste, creed and
sex. His main argument is that gender relations are artificially constructed under Hindu social order which not only moulds
attitude of Hindus towards their women but also conditions women to confirm to a stereotype feminine behaviour. He
challenged ideological foundation of graded system of caste hierarchy that denied equality freedom and dignity to women
in Indian society.
KEYWORDS: liberation, gender, Hindu social order, caste, feminine discourse

OBJECTIVES AND METHODS
This paper is an attempt to give detailed and closer analytical insight in to the view of Dr. Ambedkar towards
empowerment of women in Indian society. This paper also highlights problems facing by Indian women in pre and post
independent India and relevancy of his modern democratic idea in contemporary feminist discourse on gender equality.
Present paper is based on secondary data collected from Government documents, published papers, books, speeches by
Dr. Ambedkar in Indian Parliament, various conference and meetings in pre and post independent India, newspapers and
internet.
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Analysis and Discussion
“Unity is meaningless without the accompaniment of women, education is fruitless without educated people, and
agitation is incomplete without the strength of women”
“Dr. B.R. Ambedkar”

As Buddha said “I am not a liberator but a path shower. Emancipation is your individual effort” Following the same
path, Dr. Ambedkar set himself as a path shower to millennium of suppressed, downtrodden and underprivileged people
for liberation and equality irrespective of their religion, class, creed and sex. He has been interpreted as a liberator, law
maker, the determined fighter, a deep scholar, chief architect of Indian constitution, human right upholder, a keen journalist,
economist, revivalist of Buddhism and finally an institution maker. Dr. Ambedkar being a true liberal social reformer was
much more moved with the disgraceful and wretched condition and low status of women in society and he was a torch
bearer in the direction of social uplift of Hindu women. He not only worked throughout his life for the emancipation of
social status of the under- privileged women in the Indian society but he is one amongst the few Indian social reformer,
who has done original thinking on the Hindu social structure and the status of women within the society. He was the first
Indian to break down the barriers in the way of advancement of women in India. His mission of life was to reconstruct
Hindu society along with modern democratic ideas of liberty, equality and fraternity.
Dr. Ambedkar was a saviour of the suppressed classes. His relentless struggle for attaining goal of social justice for
all the marginalized, underprivileged and excluded people made him a visionary who stood for human dignity and freedom.
Dr. Ambedkar’s mission in the life was to challenge the ideological foundation of graded system of caste that denied
equality, liberty and human dignity to women in Hindu society.
● The core political thinking of Dr. Ambedkar is contained in two of his statement;
● “The rights are proclaimed not by law but by social and moral conscience of society”
“A democratic form of government presupposes a democratic form of society”
He knew that mere philosophy and legislations will not serve the purpose as the social, economic and political fabrics
were highly complicated and were kept inert since time immemorial through different institutions, rules, regulations,
customs, faith, conventions etc. The battle against the old, biased and reactionary system was multiple and various multidimensional methods were required to shake the system before it is finally destroyed. While drafting the constitution of
India, he was prime mover of the provisions related to the welfare of all the marginalized, underprivileged and exceeded
people.
His contribution was great in the field of women’s empowerment, for the liberation of women and gender equality in
India. Literacy survey reveals that from ancient time women in India were not given proper treatment. Their societal
position was never at par with men, they were not even given the basic rights. They were equated to animal and put to
the lowest rank of humanity.

STATUS OF WOMEN IN ANCIENT INDIA
The women in Vedic period enjoyed respectable status in the Hindu society. Women were free and enjoyed equal
status along with men in matters of education, divorce, remarriage and economic independence. But in latter Vedic period
the status of women had been degrading and made as slave through several discriminations. The social, political and
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economic status of women started decreasing day by day. They were denied of basic human rights through various
orthodox principle and social customs. They had no property right and they were treated as the property of men.
Consequently the women in later Vedic period were thrown in completed darkness. Manu in his book “manuscript” stated
that women have no political, economic and social right. Girl, young women or even old women should not do anything
independently. The decline in status of women began with the imposition of severe restrictions on them under the influence
of Manusmriti. Women were life long held in oppression and were deprived of basic human rights like right to education,
right to property and right to study religious scripture.
Kautilya’s Artha Shastra stated that the principle aim of women is to get married and bear children. Vedvyas’s
Mahabharata believed that women are the root cause of all evil. Katha Upanishad warns men not to follow women for “they
strut about within the periphery of ignorance. They lead us as blind men lead the blind’. We can say later vedic period was
the dark age for women due to some evil practices such as ; child marriage, polygamy, illiteracy for women, gender
inequality and Devdasi system. The condition was still worse in the medieval period when muslims invaded India and
introduced strict rules for women to remain in purdah.
Dr. Ambedkar made sincere efforts in understanding the reality about the status of women in India and advocated
various practical reformist measures for the upliftment of women. He was deeply influenced by the ideas of Gautama
Buddha, Jyotiba Phule and John Dewey. Buddha believed that women are one of seven treasures and a thing of supreme
value. Buddha’s philosophy influenced him to create a “real social democracy” for Indian women. He blamed men for
giving women a degraded position in the society. Ramayana Periyar, Raja Ram Mohan Rai, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar,
Mahatma Gandhi and Mahatma Jyotiba Phule also fought for the women’s empowerment, liberation of women and gender
equality in India. There are many other leaders and philosophers who fought for the women’s right in India. Most of them
failed in their action, but Dr. Ambedkar was the only person who changed the efforts via laws. He studied the Hindu
Shastras and Smrities extensively to find out the root causes of degraded status of women in India. After that he suggested
the measures for the empowerment and upliftment of Indian women. Later on, these measures form the basis of
legislations for providing opportunities to women so that they can occupy and can realize their potential for building an
equitable and egalitarian society.
Through his writing Dr. B.R. Ambedkar unveiled the inequalities and injustice prevailed in the then Indian social order.
In his writings, “The rise and fall of Hindu women”, “The women and counter-revolution”, “The riddle of women” and
“Castes in India: there mechanism, Genesis and Development”, Dr. Ambedkar had analysed the manner in which gender
relation are artificially constructed under Hindu social order which not only moulds attitude of Hindus towards their women
but also conditions women to confirm to a stereotypical feminine behaviour. He worked hard to challenge iniquitous
gender relations under the Indian social order. He believed that society should be based on reason and not on orthodox
and atrocious tradition of caste system. Therefore, in order to reconstruct the Hindu society along modern democratic
ideas of Liberty, Equality, Justice and Fraternity, his mission was to challenge the ideological foundation of degraded
status of women and caste hierarchy that denied social, political and economic right and equality, freedom and human
right to women in male dominated Hindu society. Dr. Ambedkar also studied the status of Muslim women in his famous
book “Pakistan and partition of India”, he expressed his views about Muslim women and their religious traditions, about
wearing veil, their marriages and so on. Muslim women were suppressed under various religious traditions. Towards all
the women, irrespective of their religion, caste and class, Baba sahib had a particular humanitarian view. He frequently
raised his voice against all sorts of injustice toward Muslim women too.
Here are few of the less known work from Dr. Ambedkar on women empowerment.
He started his movement in 1920. To raise the voice of liberation of women Dr. Ambedkar started two newspapers,
Mooknayak (1920) and Bahishkrit Bharat (1927) to cover issues related to women and their empowerment. Through its
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issues he demanded gender equality and the need for education, and showed the problems of women. Dr. Ambedkar
believed that strength of women and their role in the process of social reform and progress of the society can be achieved
by education. Dr. Ambedkar stated “we shall see better days soon and our progress will be greatly accelerated if male
education is persuaded side by side with female education”.1 Gaining inspiration from Dr.Ambedkar, many women wrote
on various topics. Tulsibai Bansode started a newspaper ‘chokhamela’. This shows how Ambedkar created awareness
among poor illiterate women and inspired them to fight against the unjust social practices. In 1920’s movement women
actively participated and started acquiring confidence to voice their issues on various platforms by participating in
Satyagrahas and setting up women’s associations to spread education and awareness. They also started to participate in
the decision making process of the family.
In 1927 after getting nominated as the member of the Bombay Legislative Assembly Dr. Ambedkar urged the need to
recognize the dignity of women and supported Maternity Benefits for women labourers. He believed that mother ought to
get certain amount of rest during the pre-natal period.
In the same year in 1927, Dr. Ambedkar launched historic “Mahad Satyagraha” to assert the rights of women and
untouchables to take water from Chawdar tank at Mahad accompanied by 3000 women along with their men counterparts.
Dr. Ambedkar remarked that the movement is to liberate society from worn out traditions and customs imposed ruthlessly
and upheld religiously by a vast society upon its weaker and helpless constituent and to restore human right and dignity
to them.2 Dr. Ambedkar made a bonfire of ‘Mansmriti’ in presence of women in the conference of depressed classes held
on 25th Dec. 1927.(speaking on the burning of ‘Manusmriti’ later in 1938, he said “the bonfire of ‘Manusmriti’ was quite
intentional. It was very cautious and drastic step but was taken with a view to forcing the attention of caste Hindu......We
made a bonfire of it because we view it as a symbol of injustice under which we have been crushed across centuries).
Addressing another meeting of 3000 women, he said “I measure the progress of the community by the degree of the
progress which women had achieved”.
The encouragement of Dr. Ambedkar to empower women to speak boldly was seen in January 1928, when a women
association was founded in Bombay with Ramabai, Dr. Ambedkar’s wife, as its president. In the kalram temple entry
Satyagraha at Nasik in 1930, five hundred women participated and many of them were arrested and ill trebled in jail.
To face torture along with their men, women also organized their Samata Sainik Dal. When Dr. Ambedkar returned to
India after attending the round table conference in 1932, hundreds of women were present for the committee meetings.
At various places, depressed classes women’s conferences were held and they began to present their demand assertively.
In a press conference held in 1931, Radha bai Vadale said, “we should get the right to enter the Hindu temple, to fill water
at their water sources. We call these social rights. We do not care even if we are given a severe sentence. We will fill all
the jails in the country. Why should we be scared of lathi-charge or firing? On the battlefield does a warrior care for his
life? It is batter to die a hundred times than live a life full of humiliation. We will sacrifice our lives but we will win our
rights”4. The credit for this self-respect and firm determination of women goes to Dr. Ambedkar.5
In his address at the depressed class women’s conference held at Nagpur on July 20, 1992 under the presidentship
of Mrs. Sulochana bai Dongre in which 25000 women attended, Dr. Ambedkar said, “I am a great believer in women’s
organizations. I know what they can do to improve the condition of society if they are convicted. In the eradication of social
evils they have rendered great services”6.He also underlined that women should learn to be clean and keep themselves
away from vices. They should educate their children and instil high ambition in them. Speaking on marriage and parental
responsibilities, he advised women to get married only when they are financially able. They should stand by their husband
as a friend and equal and refuse to be his slave. He reminded them that having too many children is a crime. The paternal
duty lies in giving each child a better start than its parents had. He concluded his address, “I am sure if you follow this
advice, you will bring honour and glory to yourselves”7.
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Dr. Ambedkar also raised the women issues as a member of legislative council. He strongly advocated for family planning
measures for women in Bombay legislative assembly. His arguments on the Maternity Benefit Bill and on the birth control were
quite relevant to recognize the dignity of women. In fact it was the first Maternity Benefits Act passed in India in 1929 by the
Bombay legislature. On this regard he said, “I believe that it is in the interest of the nation that the mother ought to get a certain
amount of rest during the pre-natal period and also subsequently. I am prepared to admit this fact because the conservation
of the people’s welfare is primarily the concern of the Government. And in every country, therefore, where the Maternity Benefit
has been introduced, you will find that the Government has been subjected to a certain amount of charge with regard to
maternity benefit. I think, therefore, the benefit contemplated by this bill ought to be given by this legislature to the poor women
who toil in our factories in this Presidency.8 Subsequently the Madras Maternity Benefits Acts was passed by the Madras
Legislature Council in 1934 and subsequently in other Provinces of India.
As a Labour Minister in the Viceroy executive council between 1942 and 1946, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar was
instrumental in bringing the Mines Maternity Benefit Bill for women in all over India. Under this act, a women working in
the mine is entitled to maternity benefit for a period of 8 weeks. This period of 8 weeks is divided into two part of four
week each, one part preceding delivery and another part succeeding delivery. Later all the acts of Maternity Benefits of
various states were repealed and a common Maternity Benefit act1961 was adopted by the central Government of India
for all states in India.
While Drafting the Constitution of India. Dr. Ambedkar was the Prime mover of the Provisions related to the Welfare of
Women. To secure equal status to Women Dr. Ambedkar has given equal Opportunities and right by Providing many
provision in the Constitution. The Preamble of Indian Constitution declares that “We the People of India, having Solemnly
resolved to constitute India into a “sovereign, socialist, seculars, democratic, republic” and to secure all is citizen&
Justice, Social, Economic, Political, Liberty of thought and expression, Belief, Faith and Worship, equality of status and of
Opportunity and to promote among them all fraternity assuring the dignity of the Nation. The preamble of the Constitution
guarantees Social, Economic and Political justice to Women,
Dr. Ambedkar tried an adequate inclusion of Women’s Right in Political Vocabulary and Indian Constitution. There are
few Articles exist that help the Indian Women to improve their Position and compete with their Male Counterparts, for
Example;
Article 14 – All are equal in the eyes of Law and Equally Protected by the Law. It means equal right and Opportunities in
Political, Economic and Social Spheres.
Article 15 – Prohibits Discrimination on the ground of sex.
Article 15(3)– Enables positive Discrimination in favour of Women.
Article 16– Mentions there shall be Equality of Opportunity for all Citizens in matter relating to Employment or
Appointment to any office without any Discrimination the basis of Religion, Caste, Creed and Sex.
Article 24 – Prohibits the Employment of Children below the Age of 14 Years in Factories, mine or in any other Hazardous
Employment.
Article 39 and 39(d) – State Equal means of Livelihood and equal pay for Work.
As per Article 41 – The State shall guarantee within its Economic limit to all the Citizens, the Right to Work, to Education
and Public Assistance in certain cases.
Article 42 – The State makes provision for Human condition of work and maternity relief.
Under Article 44 – The State Provides a Uniform civil code to all Citizens throughout the Territory of India.
Article 46 – The State to promote with special care, the Educational and Economic interest of weaker section of people
and to protect them from Social Injustice and all forms of exploitation.
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Article 47 – The State to raise the level of Nutrition and standard of living of its People and the improvement of Public
Health and so on.
Article 51 (A) (C) – Fundamental duties to renounce Practices. Derogatory to the dignity of Women
Article 243D (3), 243 (3) & 243R (4) – Provides for Allocation of seats in the Panchayati Raj System.
Dr. Ambedkar not only established Constitutional provisions to Women but also introduced and got passed many other
provision Law for Women in India as follows;
● Dearness Allowance
● Women Labour Welfare Fund
● Provident Fund Act
● Women Labour Protection Act
● Divorce Act
● Right over Parental Property
● Leave Benefits to Piece Workers
● Revision of scale of pay for Employees
● Restoration of ban on Women working underground in Mines etc.
● No Marriage before the Age of 18 Years
● Maintenance Allowance from Husband on getting Legally Separation
● Widow can Adopt a Child
● Mother can change Guardian of minor by will,
● Equal pay for equal Work irrespective of the Sex
● ‘Right to Vote’ equal to all Men and Women in India

HINDU CODE BILL
Ambedkar raised the voice for Rights of Women as the Law Minister of Independent India in the form of most
formidable Legislative measure “Hindu Code Bill” in Parliament on 11th April 1947. It invited strong opposition from the
Hindu Orthodoxy.
In the favour of this Bill Dr. Ambedkar said, “I should like draw Attention of the House to one important fact. The Great
Political Philosopher Burke who wrote his great Book against the French Revolution said that those who want to conserve
must be ready to repair. And all I am asking this house is: if you want to maintain the Hindu System, Hindu Culture and
Hindu Society, do not hesitate to repair where repair is necessary. This bill asks for nothing more than to repair those parts
of the Hindu System which have become dilapidated”.
This was the most Alarming Legislative measure of Morden India, Sought among other Reforms, to put an end to a
variety of Marriage System prevailing in Indian Society and legalise only Monogamous Marriage. It aimed to Confront of
Right to Property and Adoption of Women which had been denied in “Manusmriti.” It put men and Women on equal level
in all legal matters. It provided for Restitution of Conjugal Right and Judicial separation. It attempted to unify the Hindu
Code in true with Progressive and modern thought9 .The bill Codify and Reform the Hindu Laws on Seven Different
matters. (I) Right to Property (II) Marriage Law (III) Divorce (IV) Adaption (v) the order of succession among different hires
to the Property of a deceased dying in State (VI) the Law of Maintenance (VII) Minority guardianship despite the very
moderate nature of the Bill, Dr. Ambedkar could not get it passed. This Bill could not with stand the opposition from the
Hindu orthodoxy. Their major argument was that the Bill was an attempt at the “Demolition of the entire Structure and
fabric of Hindu Society” and it would also lead to break-up of Hindu Social order (Patriarchy), if the Bill is passed in that
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form.10 The Government lacked Political will to pass the bill through Parliament and decided to withdraw it. To register
his protest against orthodox Hindu System and Government inaction, the then Law Minister, Dr. Ambedkar resigned from
the Union Cabinet.
In his letter of Resignation dated 27 September, 1951 to the Prime Minister, he wrote “for a long time I have been
thinking of resigning my seat from the Cabinet. The only thing that had held me back from giving effect to my intention
was the hope that it would be possible to give effect to the Hindu Code Bill before the life of present Parliament came to
an end. I even agreed to break up the bill and restricted it to Marriage and Divorce in the fond hope that at least this much
of our Labour may bear fruit, but even that part of Bill had been killed. I see no purpose in my continuing to be a member
of your Cabinet”
His explanation for resignation shows how the Parliament of Independent India deprived its Women Citizen of every
basis Rights11. For Three years, Dr. Ambedkar fought to get the Bill Passes. It was the greatest ever Social Reform in
India. It was nothing but declaration of Women Right. It was the first step toward the recognition and Empowerment of
women in India. The orthodox in the ruling party and then Prime Minister Jawahar Lal Nehru did not allow this Bill to be
passed. Even the Women Member Sarojini Naidu was against these, but none of the Women’s Organisation talks about it.
Although his efforts did not, entirely go waste.
The Hindu code Bill was later spilt in to four Bills, and the same were put on the Statue Book by Parliament. (1)The
Hindu Marriage act, 1955 (2) the Hindu succession act 1956, (3) the Hindu Minority and guardianship act, 1956 and (4)
the Hindu Adoption and Maintenance act, 1956 are the four enactments which incorporate the ideas and principles of
Hindu Code Bill formulated by Dr. Ambedkar. They give independent state to Indians Women and end our then the Right
of Adoption, Succession and Property.
Relevance of his ideas
In present scenario the Indian women have progressed a lot. Although in various parts of their life they are still
suffering from the discrimination in human treatment and valance in we should keep in mind social and family life. Today
the vision of Ambedkar on emancipation of women, to remove all Social, Economic, Political and Cultural barriers for
making the Women Empowerment is a reality in India. Some feminist movement are working for Women issues but they
have largely ignored rich classic Philosophy of Dr. Ambedkar. However, it needs to be realized that any feminist discourse
on gender equality in India in isolation of social institution of caste would be a exercise as women as a category
undifferentiated by caste does not exist for feminists, they would be devoid of any concrete agenda that truly empowers
common Women. There is, therefore, a need for Indian feminists to turn to Dr. B.R. Ambedkar to understand the complex
matrix of caste and gender so as to build a counter narrative that challenges the hegemony of patriarchal Hindu order
which reproducer gender inequality and violence in a systematic manner.

CONCLUSION
Dr. Ambedkar struggled throughout his life for the liberation of Indian women ( particularly from depressed classes)
from the life long as inseparable constituents of Hindu society, Dr. Ambedkar laid the fundamentals for gradual
transformation under the influence of Hindu social system. By conceptualising caste and gender inequalities and
discrimination, he shaped transformation of Indian social consciousness and gender equality in India. His deep concerns
and feelings for all round development and empowerment of women are expressed from each sentence and word. In his
last speech in Indian parliament we can know his feeling and respect towards women. He quoted the famous thought of
an Iris patriot Daniel O Cannel as, “no man can be grateful at the cost of his honour, no women can be grateful at the cost
of her chastity and no nation can be grateful at the cost of his liberty.
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Along with Hindu women Dr. Ambedkar also worked hard for Muslim women against wearing veil, their religious
tradition and marriage. But still discrimination against women and gender inequality is over looked. So, it is a duty of every
Indian to fulfil the dreams of Dr. Ambedkar. I would like to conclude here by quoting Dr. Ambedkar’s slogan,
“I measure the progress of a community by the degree of progress which women have achieved”.
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Book Review
Bhumika Chandola

UNDERSTANDING REALM OF MEDIA STUDIES

T

he book is a compilation that seeks to map the emerging trends in the area of
Communication Studies keeping in its foresight the fact that the media scenario is
constantly evolving in terms of its technological expanse. It does bring together the
vastness of Media studies under one bound. It attempts to cover a wide range of areas,
transpiring theoretical perspectives in media studies to the latest discourses in the field of
journalism, broadcasting, radio as a medium, online communication as well as cinema.
The book attempts to form a theoretical grounding for a media studies student, before
introducing the contemporary discourses in media. It begins with an intensive and detailed
chapter on media theories. Beginning with the Indian philosophical perspective on
communication, called Sadharikaran and contextualising it in the foreign models of
communication comprising the deconstruction of communication into the source, channel,
EMERGING TRENDS
receiver and feedback. The book treads further into the latest and more recognised western
IN MEDIA AND
COMMUNICATION
STUDIES
theorizing on communication. Thereafter, it brings in the discussion on the western theories of
EDITORS
communication ranging from Normative theories to Media Effect theories to theorising done in
CHARU LATA SINGH
the areas of Advertising and Public relations. Continuing the introduction of media theories the
VAISHALI BILLA
chapter finally talks about latest theory building through Social Media theories and other
interdisciplinary theorizing that happens to intersect with the concept of communication. It dwells in the end on the newer concepts
that are emerging like that of Analytic activism as a phenomenon of analysis of online activities of a possible electoral population
by political organisation, the concept of ‘Changeology’ of how media impacts change in peoples lives and attitudes, Digitracy, a
term that arises out of digital literacy and Phubbing, the idea whose extension might be understood as the exponentially growing
dependence on social media and one’s personal communication device overlooking the people present in one’s surrounding. The
discussion on new areas of investigation which take birth out of the technological development is like opening up of a crack in the
tight boundaries of what is understood and simultaneously critiqued as technological determinism in media studies, and opens the
* Assistant Professor, Department of Journalism & Mass Communication, Vivekananda Institute of Professional Studies, New Delhi
THE DISCUSSANT

Journal of Centre for Reforms,
Development and Justice

53

OCTOBER-DECEMBER
2018
Vol.VI No.4

DISCUSSANT_53_72.qxd

2/13/1950

7:25 PM

Page 54

UNDERSTANDING REALM OF MEDIA STUDIES

hosts of ideas where technology is rising beyond the restriction of a mere medium and has deeper and graver impact on the overall
society and its individual and social functioning especially after internet making to the centre stage.
The following chapters ushers the graver issues of ethics in media reportage and how the corporatization of the media has also
led to a decline of ethical standards in journalism. A substantive and empirical study of Newspapers effortlessly makes the case for
the huge gap in the theory and practice of journalism, wherein, the first chapter the reader is acquainted with normative theory of
press and the subsequent chapter thus talks of rampant advertising prevalent in press that overshadows the content that is the
News. This juxtaposition of these two different dimensions can clarify how significantly necessitated is it for the discipline of media
studies to bring together its accomplishment on one plate to analyse why is there a widening gap in academic engagement and
practice within media.
Another important argument pushed forward in one of the chapters drawing its theme from the theories discussed in the
beginning of the book is the need for media literacy, and how host of marketing strategies are exploiting the reader by denouncing
him as a mere consumer. It is a point well made for how media literacy can act as a harbinger to the transformation that ought to
be of a consumer to an informed reader and finally, a citizen who has a choice.
In its totality the book raises many issues under one roof that investigates the nuances in contemporary journalism, the
marketing trends in the environment of digital media, cyber crimes and the subsequent need to reevaluate and refine the cyber laws,
the changes in radio broadcast which has new competitor in internet through the websites hosting music and entertainment, and
web platforms like you tube. The online communication that converge the communication for mass and personal communication
within the little screen of a smart phone is another topic discussed that blurs the lines between the private and the public. Advertising
and its new struggles in the environment of digitization is another significant issue discussed and how time and technological
pressures have molded the strategies of constructing messages for advertising. Not leaving the cinema and the ways of popular
culture being served to the audiences through media products, the book talks about film journalism, the newer ways in which the
films are being produced through crowd funding, and how it grants a voice to the storyteller over and above the dynamics of the
feudal structure of film making.
Conclusively the book is a good starting point for a media student or scholar to understand the expanse of the realm of media
studies and to be acquainted with the latest discourses constantly keeping one eye on the erstwhile theoretical premises of the
discipline.
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CHAPTER ONE

New Delhi: Freedom & Partition
Old Delhi
hough Delhi became the symbol of Indian resistance to British
colonial expansion in the sub-continent in the middle of the 19th
century, it would be right to say, and as we would discover
subsequently, this glory was thrust upon the city, which it accepted for a
few months in 1857, that too very grudgingly.
Given that Delhi in addition to being the political capital for centuries
before the British came, was also the largest trade hub of north India, the
residents of the city - specially the powerful trading community - seldom
showed the urge to join any uprising. It rather preferred to remain
completely detached from goings-on.
Given its pre-occupation with trade and commerce, the city often
remained indifferent to building up of a people’s movements around the
country, invariably culminating in Delhi as it’s the Capital. Nobody
understood this character of Delhi better than Mahatma Gandhi, who
never chose the capital city as venue for any of his agitations. These
attributes of the city become very glaring when a very objective analysis of
the revolt of 1857 is done.
The rising in 1857 in the Mughal Capital of Shahjahanabad (today’s

T

Centre For Reforms, Development & Justice

DISCUSSANT_53_72.qxd

2/13/1950

7:25 PM

Page 58

UNDERSTANDING REALM OF MEDIA STUDIES

DELHI POLITICAL
1947-2013

NEW DELHI: FREEDOM & PARTITION

Old Delhi) was not spontaneous but rather forced on the people who were
otherwise comfortable trading and living with British merchants and
military officers. Till the time the revolting sepoys actually arrived from
Meerut, Delhi had remained aloof to the building of resentment against
the spreading tentacles of British East India Company.
“Delhi was still in many ways a bubble of conservative Mughal
traditionalism in an already fast changing India,” writes historian William
Dalrymple in context of the state of the capital city of Mughal India.
Contrary to popular perception, no battle was fought for the takeover of
Delhi by the sepoys arriving from Meerut. There was, however, great
resistance to the East India Company reinforcements which arrived to
seize power back, which ceremonially had come to rest with Bahadur Shah
Zafar but was actually controlled by a court of sepoys.
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Zafar slowly, though never wholeheartedly, opened to the uprising.
Despite his ambivalence, Zafar’s mere association changed the complete
visage of the mutiny. The strength of the British East India Company
under the command of a mystical Mughal, howsoever titular, was to pose
the toughest ever armed challenge to the colonial power in its time. Within
the Mughal family, one of Zafar’s son Mirza Mughal understood the
magnitude of the event and the opportunity to re-establish the Mughal
authority.
This was understood well by the British too. Thus they marshaled all
their resources to recapture Shahjahanabad and in the autumn of 1857
was fought the decisive Battle of Delhi. Alacrity with which the British
acted is evident from the fact that the British troops quickly regrouped
and were back on the northern ridge, overlooking the walled city, by June
8. Though from hereinafter it was going to be a long ordeal till the city
actually fell. It took the British forces, with Gorkha and Sikh
reinforcements, nearly three months to overcome the resistance and reenter the walled city through Kashmere Gate. On June 12, 17, 20 and 23,
the mutineers, now under the Mughal insignia, came out of the walled city
and launched attacks on the British troops regrouping in the Bara Hindu
Rao area.
June 23, 1857, was the centenary of Clive’s victory in Plassey.
Soothsayers had predicted that on completion of 100 years, British rule
would end. Short on strategy but motivated by the prophecy, the Shahi
troops launched their last big assault on the ridge on June 23. It was a
daylong battle. The British had been nearly forced into retreat when
additional troops arrived under Brigadier-General John Nicholson.
The inability of the revolting forces, led by Mughal princes whom the
emperor had appointed troop commanders, to evict the British sent the
city into general depression. Markets shut and support for the sepoys
started to wane. Sepoys resorted to looting shops and traders in Paharganj
and Chandni Chowk.
In July, arrived the legendary Bakht Khan from Rohilkhand. He had
led an uprising in Bareilly and was appointed supreme commander of the
Centre For Reforms, Development & Justice
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Mughal forces in Delhi. The direct fallout of the emperor’s decision was
rivalry and jealousy within the ranks. The regiments functioned more as
private armies of the local commanders (subedars). The princes
encouraged subedars to ransack the markets and disobey Bakht Khan.
Outside the wall, the British waited for the monsoon rains to recede.
Engaged in infightings, the sepoys lost the opportunity to attack when the
British were weakened by malaria.
The British, on the other hand, maintained a regular supply line for
their troops from Punjab. They also opened dialogue with traders of Delhi
for supplies. The traders were being forced into selling on credit or facing
loot from the sepoys. On the other hand, they had the option of cash
payment from British agents. It led to a direct loss of goodwill for the
Mughal administration, as the court of sepoys projected it.
Bakht Khan made one last attempt to cut-off the British supply lines
from Punjab. His plan was leaked, allegedly by the business conscious
citizenry. The British engaged him on the way, at Najafgarh. The Battle of
Najafgarh eclipsed Bakht Khan’s aura of invincibility.
After Najafgarh, the sepoys were on the defensive. It was now the turn
of the walled city to come under heavy British artillery fire. The defences
started to crumble, and the British entered the city on September 14 with
Nicholson at the head of the Gorkha, Sikh and Punjabi Muslim troops.
That night they consolidated themselves around Skinner’s Estate. The
troops found an abandoned liquor godown and helped themselves. The
officers had to order the blowing up of the godown to get the troops back
on their feet.
By September 20, Bahadur Shah had withdrawn from the Red Fort and
taken shelter at Humayun’s mausoleum. He was arrested by Major
Stephen Hodson from Humayun’s tomb, a few kilometres South of the
walled city. The recapture of Delhi was complete. The British did not want
to lose the chance to stamp their authority. They did it with never-before
cruelty. The city for the next 90 years was to remain loyal to the empire.
Zafar was tried by a military commission in the Diwan-i-Khas of Red
Fort and exiled to Rangoon, where he died in incarceration. Zafar escaped
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death as one of the conditions for surrender before Hodson was the
guarantee of life for the emperor, whom the British referred to as King of
Delhi. On October 7, 1858, unsung and unheard, at four in morning the
last Mughal ruler left Delhi in his journey towards his last home - a prison
cell in far off Rangoon.
The Battle of Delhi, however, convinced the British that more than
anybody at the helm, it was the name of the conurbation which carried the
majesty and it needed to be stripped of its prima donna stature among the
Indian cities.

Building of New Delhi
A century before Battle of Delhi, Robert Clive, the General of the
forces belonging to East India Company had defeated the army of Nawab
of Bengal Siraj-ud-Daulah in June 1757. By the beginning of second half
of 18th century, the Company evolved itself as a strong fighting force and
had started to extend its power within the Indian territory. During this
period Lord Major General Robert Clive, the Governor of the Presidency
of Fort William (1757-60 and 1765-66) made a seminal contribution in
establishing the political and military supremacy of the Company in
Bengal.
At Plassey, Clive had made the commander of the Nawab’s force Mir
Zafar successfully defect to Company’s side. After Siraj’s defeat and
execution, Clive entered Murshidabad and anointed Mir Zafar as Nawab
of Bengal. Since Murshidabad was seat of the Nawab and the loyalty of its
residents towards the Company suspect, the British built their own
settlement around their famous garrison of Fort William. This settlement
came to be known as Calcutta.
Despite reoccupying Delhi in 1857, as in the case of Murshidabad,
the British did not think it to be prudent to administer their territories
from Shahjahanabad, whose residents remained suspect in their eyes.
Thus Calcutta (now Kolkata) remained capital of British India until
December 1911.
As mentioned earlier Delhi had served as the political and financial
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centre of several empires of ancient India and the Delhi Sultanate and
most notably of the Mughal Empire from 1649 to 1857. It was the most
suitable geographical location to administer the Indian sub-continent
which spread from Karakoram in the West to the Arakan in the east, from
the Himalayas in the north to the Indian Ocean in the south.
With ever expanding territories during the early 1900s, a proposal was
made to shift the capital of the British Indian Empire. The Government of
British India had realised that it would be logistically easier to administer
India from Delhi. However, they did not want to go back to the walled city
-- Shahjahanabad, the seat of the Mughal Empire.The land for building
the new city of Delhi was acquired under the Land Acquisition Act 1894.
On 12 December 1911, during the Delhi Durbar, George V, then
Emperor of India, along with Queen Mary made the announcement that
the capital of the Raj was to be shifted from Calcutta to Delhi and the
foundation stone of New Delhi was laid by the King and the Queen at the
site of Delhi Durbar at Kingsway Camp on 15 December 1911.

DELHI DURBAR
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Large parts of New Delhi were planned by Edwin Lutyens, who first
visited Delhi in 1912, and Herbert Baker, both leading 20th-century British
architects.The contract was given to Sobha Singh (later Sir Sobha Singh).
The original plan called for its construction north of the old city. But this was
given up for variety of reasons, some political, some geographical.
Finally the site around the hillock of Raisina, south of the Old City was
chosen. Subsequently, the foundation stone was shifted from the site of
Delhi Durbar, where the Coronation Pillar still stands. Construction could
begin only after World War I and was completed by 1931. The city, which
came to be known as Lutyens’ Delhi was inaugurated on 10 February 1931
by Lord Irwin,the Viceroy.
Lutyens designed the central administrative area of the city as a
tribute to Britain’s imperial ambitions. In the south, land up to
Safdarjung’s Tomb was acquired to create what is today known as Lutyens’
Bungalow Zone. Before construction could begin on the rocky ridge of
Raisina Hill, a circular railway line around the Council House (now
Parliament House), called the Imperial Delhi Railway was built to

COUNCIL HOUSE
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transport construction material and workers for the next twenty years.
The last stumbling block was the Agra-Delhi railway line, which was
shifted to run along the Yamuna river and it began operating in 1924. The
New Delhi Railway Station opened in 1926 with a single platform at
Ajmeri Gate near Paharganj and was completed in time for the city’s
inauguration in 1931.
Most of the government offices of the new capital moved to Raisina from
the Old Secretariat in Civil Lines area. The Old Secretariat now houses
the Delhi Legislative Assembly. Many employees were brought into the
new capital from distant parts of India, including the Bengal Presidency
and Madras Presidency. Subsequently, housing for them was developed
around Gole Market in the 1920s.Built in the 1940s, to house government
employees, with bungalows for senior officials in the nearby Lodhi Estate
area, Lodhi colony near historic Lodhi Gardens was the last residential
areas built by the British Raj.
The British Empire was engulfed by World War II and struggle for India’s
independence too gathered momentum. The British realized soon after the
war was over in 1945 that they could not hold onto the jewel in their crown
for a very longtime. The British government announced on 3 June 1947 that
it had accepted the idea of partitioning British India into two states; the
successor governments would be given dominion status and would have the
right to secede from the British Commonwealth. The Indian Independence
Act 1947 of the Parliament of the United Kingdom partitioned British India
into the two new independent dominions of India and Pakistan (including
what is now Bangladesh) with effect from 15 August 1947, and granted
complete legislative authority upon the respective constituent assemblies of
the new countries. The Act received royal assent on 18 July 1947.

Independence and Partition
The Constituent Assembly of India met for its fifth session at 11 pm on
14 August 1947 in the Constitution Hall (now called the Central Hall) of
the Council House in New Delhi. The session was chaired by the President
of the Constituent Assembly Dr Rajendra Prasad.
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TRYST WITH DESTINY - MIDNIGHT AUGUST 14-15, 1947

The first item on the agenda of the special session was the singing of
the song ‘Vande Mataram’ by a choir of women members led by Congress
leader Sucheta Kriplani. Thereafter Prime Minister in the interim
government Jawaharlal Nehru moved the famous resolution, which gave
us independence; “Long years ago we made a tryst with destiny, and now
the time comes when we shall redeem our pledge, not wholly or in full
measure, but very substantially. At the stroke of the midnight hour, when
the world sleeps, India will awake to life and freedom.”
The midnight session was followed
next day by the swearing in of the new
government at the Viceregal Lodge (now
Rashtrapati Bhawan) and a ceremony at
the Red Fort, the symbol of Indian
Sovereignty till the British deported the
last Mughal emperor Bahadur Shah
Zafar. On 15 August 1947, Jawaharlal
Nehru, who earlier in the morning had
been sworn in as the first Prime Minister
of India, raised the Indian national flag
RED FORT - 15 AUGUST 1947
above the Lahori Gate of the Red Fort.
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EXCITED CROWD AT THE RAISINA HILL ON 15 AUGUST 1947

Thereafter large crowds assembled at the Raisina Hill, the symbol of
British Empire. Jawaharlal Nehru along with Governor General
Mountbatten and several other leaders joined the people of Delhi in the
celebrations at the Raisina Hills and in the lawns along the road
(Kingsway later Rajpath) which came down.
However, not very far away sheer misery ruled roost at a tent colony
which had been pitched in the ravines between the Old Fort (Purana Qila)
and river Yamuna to accommodate refugees who came in hordes from
Pakistan.
Delhi took in nearly half a million refugees from Pakistan in those
brutal months before and after August, 1947. The population of Delhi grew
rapidly in 1947 from under 1 million (917,939) to a little less than 2 million
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REFUGEE CAMPS

(1,744,072) during the period 1941-1951.The refugees were housed in
various historical and military locations such as the Purana Qila, Red
Fort, and military barracks in Kingsway Camp (around the present Delhi
University). The latter became the site of one of the largest refugee camps
in northern India with more than 35,000 refugees at any given time. On
the other hand, the 1951 Census registered a drop of the Muslim
population in the city from 33.22% in 1941 to mere 5.33% in 1951.
This changed the demographic profile of the city, as hardworking
Punjabis with many from rural background started to rebuild their lives.
In times to come they were not only to dominate the service and commerce
in the city but its politics too. There were several who emerged from these
refugee camps to leave a mark on the city.
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